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GROOVIN’ IN JAMAICA

P

eople visit Jamaica for many reasons, one of which is the island’s many world-class music festivals that include Reggae Sumfest, Rebel Salute, Sting and
perhaps the most popular, Jamaica Jazz & Blues Festival. From January 28 - 30, more than 20,000 Jazz and Blues aficionados flocked the lawns of the
Trelwany Multipurpose Stadium in Greenfield, for the 14th staging of the trendy event. Staged at the stadium for the first time this year, most skeptics were
quickly won over by the ease of access and superior parking facilities of the venue, which comfortably hosted VIP tents, skyboxes, a craft market and a wide
variety of food & beverage outlets. Combined with the world-class music line-up and masses of happy music lovers, the stadium formed a perfect venue.
Visited by thousands of people at its former home
at the iconic aqueduct of Rose Hall, the Jazz & Blues
Festival has seen outstanding performances by major
international stars such as Lionel Richie, Michael
Bolton, Patti LaBelle, Al Jarreau and Jamaican greats
such as Beres Hammond, Shaggy, Ziggy Marley and
Maxie Priest over the years. Explained festival
organizer Walter Elmore of Turnkey Productions, “One
of the biggest considerations for moving the venue
of the Jazz & Blues Festival was that of growth. The
event gets bigger and bigger every year, and we
needed to ensure that everyone is comfortable and
that the venue would support the kind of international
event that we want the Jazz & Blues Festival to be.”
A full week of music was kicked off on January 24,
26 and 27 with pre-event performances in Kingston,
Ocho Rios and Montego Bay, followed by main stage
events on Thursday January 28, Friday 29 and
Saturday 30.

Is This Love. Next, singer and songwriter Kenny ‘Babyface’ Edmonds entered the stage with a band dressed in
black tuxedos and paid homage to the ‘many beautiful women of Jamaica’ with classics like Every Time I Close
My Eyes and My My My, Mama, Can We Talk For A Minute and I Wanna Rock With You Baby. The crowd was
touched by his Michael Jackson tribute Gone Too Soon and his outstanding guitar skills, which he showed off
with Wonderful Tonight, a hit he wrote for Eric Clapton. Joe Roy Jackson, Monty Alexander and The Whispers
completed Thursday night’s music fiesta in great style.
The song gala continued on Friday with performances by Erykah Badu, Billy Ocean, Machel Montano, Robin
Banks and the Queens Project with Tamia, Kelly Price and Deborah Cox. Said one festival supporter, “I was
dragged into the beat by Machel Montano’s high energy performance.” The Soca star had the masses dancing
and jumping, while the eccentric Erykah Badu delivered a theatrical performance of percussion and rhythmic
soul. Billy Ocean delivered another solid act showcasing his powerful voice, versatile dance moves and charm
his fans are accustomed to.
Saturday night was the icing on the cake for many festival goers.
The audience was able to witness another side of Marion Hall a.k.a.
Lady Saw and enjoyed Latin rhythms by Cuban-American singer and
songwriter Jon Secada. The ambiance took on a new mood when
music industry veterans Daryl Hall and John Oates entered the stage
with Family Man and proceeded to take the masses back in time
with all time favorites like Maneater, She’s Gone and I Can’t Go For
That. Showing off unbelievable guitar skills, the duo’s performance
ended on a high when ‘new found friend’ Maxi Priest and Billy Ocean
joined the pair on stage with fabulous collaborative performance of
Caribbean Queen and Love Train.

Twenty-two year old British soul and R&B singer Joss
Stone stole the limelight on the first night, stunning
the crowds with her raw talent. The barefooted
bundle of energy gave everyone a taste of her
biggest hits from her extensive catalogue, showing
off her versatility with an amazing version of Marley’s
Stephen 'Cat' Coore during his fantastic cello performance of
Rastaman Chant (Photo: Heidi Zech)

Kenny ‘Babyface’ Edmonds serenading the crowds
(Photo: Heidi Zech)

Following Hall & Oates, the crowds went wild for song diva Gladys
Knight who reminded the audience, “Some of you weren’t here when
this music was made” before performing hit after hit from the
Motown era including The Nitty Gritty, I Heard It Through The
Grapevine and One Of Us. Telling the audience that she was pleased
to see the island even more beautiful than the last time she visited,
the diva singer finished her act in great style with a breathtaking
encore of Midnight Train To Georgia.
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USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
Emergency Assistance [toll free]: 1-888-991-9999

Jamaica Tourist Board, Montego Bay: 952-4425

US Consulate, Montego Bay: 952-0160

Jamaica Tourist Board, Kingston: 929-9200

British High Commission, Kingston: 510-0700

Police: 119

Canadian Consulate, Montego Bay: 952-6198

Ambulance, Fire: 110

One of the most successful reggae bands in history, renowned for their mix of roots reggae, R&B, funk and
disco, reggae ambassadors Third World filled the final spot of the night and the entire festival. Kicking off their
35th anniversary, new album Patriots and upcoming global tour, Stephen ‘Cat’ Coore told the media, “We will
try our best to show you who Third World is. We are going to play our classics along with other great songs to
create a celebration of Third World.” So said, so done. Starting their act with a brand new tune from their
upcoming album, The Spirit Lives, dedicated to the people of Haiti, the band had the audience grooving for 90
minutes to hits like 96 Degrees, Reggae Ambassadors, Try Jah Love and Now That We Found Love.
If you have not yet been to the Jamaica Jazz & Blues festival, join us for the music extravaganza in January
2011. We promise you will not regret it! www.jamaicajazzandblues.com

From left: Daryl Hall with Maxi Priest and Billy Ocean during the fantastic encore of Hall & Oates’ performance (Photo: Heidi Zech)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS SPRING 2010
FEB - MARCH

SPRING BREAK 2010 - MONTEGO BAY AND NEGRIL

952-4425

MARCH 6 - 7

JAMCEN HEALTH & WELLNESS EXPO - MANDEVILLE

381-4818

MARCH 13

FASHIONFACE OF THE CARIBBEAN - COURTLEIGH AUDITORIUM, NEW KINGSTON 969-9645

MARCH 20

FUN IN THE SON - CONSTANT SPRING GOLF COURSE, KINGSTON

920-3648

MARCH 21

TRELAWNY YAM FESTIVAL - HAGUE SHOW GROUNDS, TRELAWNY

610-0818

MARCH 22

TRELAWNY 10K ROAD RACE - FALMOUTH, TRELAWNY

610-0818

MARCH 25 - 27

THE ROYAL JAMAICA YACHT CLUB SPRING TOURNAMENT 2010 - KINGSTON

383-2926

MAR. 25 - APRIL 3 JAMAICA KITEBOARD WORLD CUP EVENT - LONG BAY BEACH, PORT ANTONIO

758-1298

MARCH 27 - 28

JAMAICA ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW - KINGSTON

927-6713

APRIL 2 - 5

MONTEGO BAY YACHT CLUB’S EASTER REGATTA - MONTEGO BAY

979-8038

APRIL 17 - 18

CARIBBEAN VEGGIEFEST AND WELLNESS CONFERENCE HILTON HOTEL, KINGSTON

957-9243

APRIL 27

TREASURE BEACH OFF ROAD TRIATHLON, TREASURE BEACH, ST. ELIZABETH

965-0635

MAY 4 - 8

ROTARY DISTRICT CONFERENCE - JAMAICA PEGASUS HOTEL, KINGSTON

960-3170

MAY 11 - 17

JAPEX - HALF MOON, MONTEGO BAY

926-3635/6

MAY 12 - 16

CARIBBEAN CLASSIC GOLF TOURNAMENT - MONTEGO BAY

906-7636/7

MAY 16 - 22

CLIPPER ROUND THE WORLD YACHT RACE - PORT ANTONIO

+44 (0)2392
-52-6000

MAY 28 - 30

CALABASH INTERNATIONAL LITERARY FESTIVAL - JAKE’S RESORT, ST. ELIZABETH 965-3000

MAY 28 - 30

STYLEWEEK INTERNATIONAL - KINGSTON

969-9645

MAY 30

FASHIONBLOCK - KINGSTON

969-9645

JUNE 8 - 14

CARIBBEAN FASHIONWEEK - NATIONAL INDOOR SPORTS CENTRE,
VILLA RONAI, KINGSTON

968-1089

OCHO RIOS JAZZ FESTIVAL KINGSTON, OCHO RIOS, MONTEGO BAY, SOUTH COAST

927-3544

JUNE 18 - 26

KINGSTON ON THE EDGE URBAN ART FESTIVAL - KINGSTON

909-9594

JUNE 20 - 27

EPICUREAN ESCAPE - GRAND LIDO RESORT, NEGRIL

957-5010

JULY 1

INTERNATIONAL REGGAE DAY - CABLE & WIRELESS GOLF ACADEMY, KINGSTON 929-0693

JULY 4

PORTLAND JERK FESTIVAL - BOSTON PLAYING FIELD, PORTLAND

322-2140

JULY 11

LITTLE OCHI SEAFOOD CARNIVAL - ALLIGATOR POND, MANCHESTER

965-4449

JULY 18 - 24

REGGAE SUMFEST - CATHERINE HALL, MONTEGO BAY

953-2933

JULY 20-AUG 5

HI PRO LOW/HIGH GOAL FAMILY POLO TOURNAMENT - ST. ANN

952-4370

JUNE 10 - 18

Please note events are subject to change without prior notice. Contact source: Jamaica Tourist Board for further information.
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JAMAICA NAMED ‘GOLF
DESTINATION OF THE YEAR’

J

amaica’s claim to great golf is no longer an assertion, it is a fact. The island was voted ‘Golf Destination of the
Year for the Caribbean and Latin America’ by more than 300+ members of the International Association of Golf
Tour Operators (IAGTO) at the annual International Golf Travel Market (IGTM) in Malaga, Spain in November
2009. Among a record twelve golf courses island-wide, Rose Hall’s three dramatically different courses offer 54 holes
of championship golf right on the ‘Elegant Corridor’.

Receiving the prestigious award in Malaga, second from left: Stacyann Young, Mike Cole, Director
of Golf, The White Witch Golf Course, Elizabeth Fox, Regional Director, the Jamaica Tourist Board,
London and Matthew Bell, Head of Sales for Virgin with Virgin Atlantic airhostesses (Photo: JTB)

With 12 magnificent courses
island-wide, ranging dramatically
in scenery, Jamaica has become
a magnet for players from around
the globe. Ranging from championship to laid-back country-club
atmosphere, each course has its
own characteristics and design,
accommodating any golfer’s desire
and level. This fact was endorsed
in November 2009, when Jamaica
was voted ‘Golf Destination of the
Year for the Caribbean and Latin
America’ by the International
Association of Golf Tour Operators
(IAGTO).

Each year, the IGTM annual trade show brings international golf tour operators together with the leading hotels,
resorts and golf courses of the world to conduct business and grow the industry. Highlighting and honoring top
golf travel suppliers, destinations and services, the prestigious accolade was presented to Elizabeth Fox,
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the Jamaica Tourist Board’s Regional Director for UK & Europe during the 2009 Golf Travel Market (IGTM) in
Malaga, Spain.
Said John Lynch, Chairman of the Jamaica Tourist Board, “The IAGTO award affirms Jamaica’s reputation as a
coveted golf destination and home to the Caribbean’s most diverse and luxurious golf courses.” The JTB Chairman
emphasized that the Jamaica Tourist Board, with the support of its industry partners, has implemented several
initiatives over the years to position Jamaica as the premier golf destination in the Caribbean. “We are proud
of the fact that Jamaica has become a mecca for golfers offering a diverse range of world-class designer
championship golf courses set amidst stunning beaches, valleys and mountains in an accessible, affordable
and relaxing destination,” noted Lynch.
Golfers ‘in the know’ have long known that golf in Jamaica is as good as it gets anywhere in the world and the
island’s championship courses have been shown off to the world through several international tournaments
including Shell's Wonderful World of Golf, Mazda Champions (LPGA Tour), The Jamaica Classic (LPGA Tour)
and Johnnie Walker World Cup of Golf (PGA Tour).
Avid golfers will be hard pressed to find a better range of options than right in the backyard of Montego Bay,
where Rose Hall tempts golfers of all levels with 54 holes on three vastly different courses. Whether you are
enjoying the resort atmosphere of the Robert Trent Jones designed Half Moon Golf Course, relishing the ocean
spray of the Cinnamon Hill Golf Course or trying to “tame” the spectacularly beautiful White Witch Golf Course
designed by Von Hagge, Smelek and Baril, Rose Hall’s golf courses will keep you coming back again and again.
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EXPLORE JAMAICA
MONTEGO BAY

M

ontego Bay, the arrival city for most visitors and home to many
spectacular hotels, offers every possible form of adventure. Learn about
the island’s history by visiting the Rose Hall or Bellefield Great Houses,
experience thrilling adventures such as zip-lining, ATV rides, underwater
excursions and horseback rides into the sea, lounge on the stunning Doctor’s
Cave Beach or indulge in extensive partying at the ‘Hip Strip’s’ many hot spots.

EXPERIENCE THE RASTAFARI INDIGENOUS VILLAGE
MONTEGO RIVER GARDENS, PORTO BELLO
Experience the ‘Natural Mystic of the Rastafari’ along with irie feeling and vibrations of ‘One Love’. Located just
fifteen minutes from the heart of Montego Bay, the ‘Rastafari Indigenous Village’ invites you to learn about the
Rastafari way of life. Interact with the village family of this creative, musical and cultural village and purchase
unique, handmade signature crafts made from natural, local materials. Call 579-7990 or visit www.rastavillage.com
to ensure availability.

RIDE N’ SWIM OR TRAIL MIX TOUR AT BRACO STABLES
TRELAWNY, 20 MINUTES FROM MONTEGO BAY
Ride your horse through the scenic countryside onto a beautiful beach and into the cool waters of the Caribbean
on the horseback Ride n’ Swim, an all time favorite with the entire family. Knowledgeable guides tailor the ride
to all levels of riders, from beginners to the more advanced. The Trail Mix adventure allows you to explore
Trelawny’s magnificent scenery on foot and bicycle. After an hour hike through the canopied forest, you take a
half hour bicycle ride down to a white sand beach to swim in the Caribbean Sea and breathe in the warmth of
the sun. Both adventures are available daily at 10:30 am and 2:30 pm and end with refreshments at the
picturesque 18th century Braco Great House. Call 954-0185 or visit www.bracostables.com.jm.

JAMAICA TOURIST 6

OTHER FUN THINGS TO DO
• Go hunting for the ghost of Annie Palmer at the Rose Hall Great House, where several visitors have
reported sightings of the infamous “White Witch” who is said to have killed three husbands and a lover.
Tel: 953-2323
• Visit Bellefield Great House at Barnett Estates for an inside look at the daily life of a 18th Century Sugar
Plantation in Jamaica, a country that was once the world’s largest sugar producer. Tel: 952-2382
• Criss-cross through a densely forested canyon, 1200 feet above sea level to ‘Annie’s Web‘, the
mesmerizing suspended platform on Chukka’s Flight of the White Witch Zipline Canopy Tour in Rose Hall.
Tel: 953-6699
• Hang out, sunbathe and swim at Doctor’s Cave Beach or take a ride down the waterslide at Jimmy
Buffett’s Margaritaville next door. Don’t miss tasting one of the 50 flavours of tropical Margaritas!
Tel: 952-2566
• Glide along the meandering Martha Brae River on a bamboo raft, by expertly trained rafters.
One of the island’s most romantic adventures and a wonderful way to take in the scenery.
Tel: 952-0889
Rider and horse enjoy a dip in the cooling waters of Braco Beach during the Ride N’ Swim tour (Photo: Heidi Zech)

JAMAICA TOURIST 7

OCHO RIOS

OTHER FUN THINGS TO DO

H

• Taste freshly cut coconuts, feed ostriches and visit bee hives on the open-air carriage 18th Century
Plantation Tour of Prospect Plantation. The plantation can also be explored by horse, hiking or cycling.
Tel: 994-1058

ome to the amazing bottlenose dolphins of Dolphin Cove, many visitors
trek to Ocho Rios to climb the spectacular Dunn’s River Falls. Take the
chairlift up to Mystic Mountain to enjoy an authentic Jamaican Bobsled
ride or a zip-line adventure, go on a Camel
Safari at Prospect Plantation or paddle
your glass bottom kayak into the Caribbean
Sea from Treasure Reef.

PLAY WITH DOLPHINS, SHARKS AND STINGRAYS
AT DOLPHIN COVE
DUNN’S RIVER MAIN ROAD
With a large variety of fun activities for all ages, Dolphin Cove
at Treasure Reef is the perfect place to spend the day. Visitors
can explore the coast’s underwater world in glass bottom
kayaks, interact with exotic birds, snakes and iguanas on the
Jungle Trail Walk, swim with sharks and stingrays and, of
course, Dolphin Cove’s gentle bottlenose dolphins. Choose
from a variety of different packages, which allow you to touch, encounter or go for a swim with the beloved
dolphins. Pirates roam freely along the boardwalk of Little Port Royal and the one legged pirates will perform a
‘jig or two’ while you browse the stores and enjoy the fun. Call 974-5335. www.dolphincovejamaica.com

MOUNTAIN BOBSLEDDING AND MORE AT MYSTIC MOUNTAIN
DUNN’S RIVER MAIN ROAD
The entire family can explore Mystic Mountain’s surrounding jungle in several different ways. Everybody will
enjoy traveling above the treetops on the Rainforest Sky Explorer to the peak of Mystic Mountain, where several
electrifying adventures await those hunting for the latest in excitement. Drive your very own bobsled down the
mountain on the Rainforest Bobsled ride, traverse the rainforest on the zipline adventure, glide down the waterslide to the infinity pool and dine at the Mystic Dining Restaurant & Bar to spectacular views. Open daily 9:00
am to 5:00 pm. Tel: 974-3990. www.rainforestbobsledjamaica.com
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• Climb the cascading, 600 feet limestone waterfalls of Dunn’s River Falls, the famous film location for
movie stars Sean Connery, Ursula Andress and Tom Cruise. An absolutely thrilling adventure suitable
for people of all ages. Don’t miss a visit to the adjacent craft market. Tel: 974-2857
• Qualify for your Camel Driver’s License on the Camel Safari Ride at Prospect Adventure Tours. Experience
the Camel Trek Trail with your gentle new friend is as you trek through the amazing countryside.
Call 994-1058
• Enjoy a leisurely downhill bicycle ride through lush tropical rain forest on the spectacular Blue Mountain
Bicycle Tour. Tel: 974-7075
• Take a stroll through Harmony Hall, an oasis of visual and culinary arts that was recently designated a
National Monument. Art created by Jamaica’s leading painters, sculptors and carvers is showcased.
Tel: 974-2870

Splashing and sliding fun at Negril’s Kool Runnings Water Park (Photo: Kool Runnings)

NEGRIL

A

ptly named the ‘Capital of Casual’, Negril is known for its laid-back vibe,
its world-renowned 7-mile beach and exciting Kool Runnings Water Park.
Known for the island’s best sunsets, Negril magically transforms into a
nighttime party city with barefoot, live music beach fêtes and pumping club nights.

SPLASHING FUN AT KOOL RUNNINGS WATER PARK
NORMAN MANLEY BOULEVARD
Get splashing and sliding! Kool Runnings Water Park offers the island’s most exciting option to chill under the
Jamaican sun. With 10 amazing super-sized water slides in its magical water world, a 1/4 mile lazy river,
Captain Mikie’s Coconut Island for kids, Anancy Village, restaurants and much, much more, this state-of-theart waterpark provides fabulous amusement options to visitors of all ages. Open Tue - Sun from 11:00 am to
7:00 pm. Tel: 957-5400 www.koolrunnings.com

OTHER FUN THINGS TO DO
• Listed in “1000 things to do before you die”, sunset watching at Rick’s Café is an absolute must for all
Negril visitors. Watch brave cliff jumpers while you sip a ‘Category 5 Hurricane’, a drink that can turn
even a coward into a cliff jumping daredevil. Tel: 957-0380
• Walk along a looped path through the Great Morass at the Royal Palm Reserve, the large 2 miles wide
swamp land, to see Jamaica’s wildlife. Tel: 957-3736
• Ride the gentle horses of Rhodes Horseback Riding through the mountains or onto the beach and into
the Caribbean Sea, while you enjoy the amazing views and coastline of Rhodes Hall Plantation.
Tel: 957-6422
• Take a stroll down Negril’s beautiful 7-mile beach and stop off for a drink or a Cheeseburger in Paradise
at Margaritaville Negril, Party Headquarters #1. Tel: 957-4467
• For the most spectacular views of Negril’s oceanfront and countryside, climb to the top of the 100 feet
above sea level Negril Lighthouse on West End Road. A fabulous spot for sunset watching. Stop by the
adjacent caretaker’s cottage and ask for access.
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THE ADVENTUROUS “MR. MOTIVATOR”

I

n the hills of St. Ann outside Ocho Rios lies Free Hill, the home of the new and innovative adventure H’Evans Scent. The name is derived from owner Derrick
Evans, a renowned Jamaican-British motivation and fitness guru, who incorporated his surname and the heavenly ‘scent’ of the flowers blowing through the
valley into the company name. Meeting Evans, who goes by the name “Mr. Motivator”, is actually an adventure in itself as he tirelessly injects his bountiful
energy into every visitor that takes the 15 minute journey into the hills. Partake in adrenaline filled activities such as zip-line gliding, ATV ride and the latest and
greatest in Jamaica; paintball games. Or simply enjoy moments of complete serenity in the comfort of this peaceful hilltop retreat or at its beachside location.
The colorful attraction of H’Evans Scent is hard to miss and having entered its gates, you immediately know that
you have arrived at a very special place. “You can lay on the beach anywhere in the world,” says Mr. Motivator
and continues, “What makes Jamaica unique are the people, the music, the mountains and our flora and fauna.”
Mr. Motivator, who does not color-coordinate his socks or the paint colors of his buildings, uses any color he
comes across and in the end, it all seems to work perfectly. Evans’ eco-tourism attraction is perfect for families
who want to enjoy some quality time together or individuals and groups looking for that unique experience.
Spend your 2 - 3 hour visit participating in one of several fun-filled activities or relax to the backdrop of the
breathtaking scenery which despite the many adrenaline rush activities has a peaceful atmosphere.
Upon arrival at H’Evans Scent, visitors are warmly greeted with a natural fruit drink in a bamboo or coconut cup.
After a brief orientation of the many adventures available, you may also have a chat with local herbalist Mama
TunTun, a beloved, alternative health advisor to people in the surrounding communities.
Ready for action? Get your harness on and off you go to the first of four zip-lines available. Climb the staples
of a 30 foot pole, to arrive at the platform of the zip-line ‘Leap of Faith’, from there, you zip 440 feet across
the valley into the secure grip of catchers waiting to remove you from the line. Take on the more challenging
‘Short and Spicy’ line, which offers a free fall of 12 feet before you start
travelling forward, or try the 1,200 ft. ‘Awesome’, said to be the longest
zip-line in Jamaica. Lastly, the 1,000 ft. ‘Quickie’ and a sway on the
giant swing will definitely finish off your hunger for thrills.
Numerous tracks flanked by heliconias, crotons, plantains, almond
and coconut trees will take you back to base from each of the
ziplines, and you can even dally awhile in one of the gazebos and
hammocks en route.
When you are through with the ziplines, it is onto the ATV track
for a four-wheel bike ride. The track is a safe place to master your
ATV riding skills, and once proficient, you can attempt to beat the
track time and pick up a certificate. H’Evans Scent offer two bikes
for kids above the age of 12 years while other riders have to be over 16.
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Mr. Motivator has recently added “Paintsplat”, the first adrenaline rushing, Jamaica Tourist Board licensed,
‘paintball pit’ in Jamaica, to his array of fun activities. Enjoyed by millions of people worldwide, paintball is a
game that combines teamwork, skill and fun into the ultimate experience. With safety being the number one
concern during the “Painsplat” games at H’Evans Scent, you will be briefed on the basic rules of play. Perfect
for beginners, the basic package includes a “player’s kit” with marker, mask, a CO2 tank and 150 paintball
shots. Group packages with kits and paintball shots for 10 to 20 players are also available. Children must be
over 10 years old and everybody is expected to wear appropriate clothing. A second ‘pit’ was recently opened
near Martha Brae, Trelawny.
At an elevation of 2,000 ft., the mountain based attraction employs 22 people and is the only workplace in the
area. Not only a source of income for many locals, working at H’Evans Scent also has other benefits. Due to the
high illiteracy rate, Mr. Motivator offers reading classes and other staff training. “We want to teach our people
ambition to go further. One of our former staff members continued with evening classes and now works on a
cruise ship,” states Evans, who made his long-term plan of coming back to Jamaica before he turned 50 a reality.
You can spend the morning at H’Evans Scent ‘on the hill’ before moving onto H’Evans Scent ‘on the beach’ in
Priory, only 20 minutes away, where you can swim, relax, eat, play board games or simply
enjoy the peace and tranquility of the private beach.
Fun teambuilding days, wellbeing weekends and
retreats, yoga and fitness classes can be arranged in
this inspiring environment. Call 847-5592 or
427-4866 or visit www.hevansscent.com.

‘Mr. Motivator’ Derrick Evans surrounded by a group
of Paintsplatters ready to play (Photo: Heidi Zech)

ART AND HISTORY IN KINGSTON

O

ften called the heart of the Caribbean, Jamaica’s capital is a lively cornucopia of vibrancy and rhythm. The epicentre of local art and cultural landscape,
Kingston is always buzzing with a robust vitality befitting the island’s political, economic and social capital. For anyone interested in the history, culture
and art of Jamaica, a trip to Kingston is a must.
One of the city’s most visited museums, the Bob Marley Museum is
located at 56 Hope Road, and features Bob Marley’s former home which
he bought from Chris Blackwell in the 1970s. Visitors can see the former
Tuff Gong recording studio, the reggae icon’s platinum and gold records,
stage outfits, press clippings and the bullet holes from an attempted
assassination. A medicinal herb garden is located outside the museum,
where tours end with a 20 minute movie of “The Legend’s” life. Call
927-9152 or visit www.bobmarley-foundation.com.

Located at the end of the Palisadoes Peninsula, Port Royal was once
called the world’s wealthiest and most wicked city during the time of
the Buccaneers. In 1692, a large earthquake sank 90% of the city and buried it underwater. Great guided
scuba-dives to old ship wrecks are available to visitors with a penchant for lost treasures. Today, Port Royal is
a sleepy fishing village and a great place to come to relax. Eat at any of the acclaimed fish restaurants and
take pleasure in the laid back atmosphere of the town and enjoy “the simple life”. Attractions include the White
Mark Arawak Museum, which displays relics and artifacts of the area’s ancient Indian culture, Fort Charles and
the Giddy House (the Royal Artillery Building sank half way during the earthquake and to this day, is still half
buried). An amazing walking tour through this history riddled city with one of the many guides, ending at the Y
Knot Bar, is recommended.
The Giddy House in Port Royal
The entrance of the Bob Marley Museum
(Photo: JTB)

(Photo: Heidi Zech)

The National Gallery, the largest public gallery in the Caribbean (Photo: JTB)

The historic downtown Kingston area has much to offer for the art and history buff. The National Gallery located on
Ocean Boulevard showcases Jamaica’s greatest artistic endeavors and is the largest public gallery in the
Caribbean. Featuring talented artists born throughout the decades, the gallery portrays an array of work including
depictions of rural Jamaican life, landscapes, people, works of the city, religious visions, history and social criticism
as well as portraiture, tradition, fantasy and folklore. Go to www.about.galleryjamaica.org or call 922-1561.
Walk a few blocks and you will be at the Institute of Jamaica, home to the most significant collection of ecological,
social or cultural history in Jamaica. An exciting project that documents the country’s social history with audio
visual recordings of its senior citizens is called the Jamaica Memory Bank, an archive of oral history showing
several aspects of Jamaican life, history and culture. Within the institute you can also visit The Natural History
Museum and the Natural Division, which houses hundreds of thousands of specimens, artifacts and plant species
of significant ecological and historical value to Jamaica. Call 922-0620 or visit: www.instituteofjamaica.org.jm.
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ZIPLINE AND TUBING
COMBO THE CHUKKA WAY

I

f you are looking for a day of thrills and adventure, Chukka Caribbean Adventures and Jamaica Tours Limited have
joined forces to create a tour that allows the entire family to splash, float, soar and discover the green, tropical forest.
Get ready for some first rate, jungle style excitement and learn the secrets of how Tarzan and Jane spent their days.
The four-hour ‘Zipline Tubing Combo’ tour
begins with a comfortable ride from your
hotel through the countryside to the Chukka
Zipline Canopy tour near the Great River,
not far from Montego Bay. A certified
canopy specialist guide, who follows you
throughout your adventure, will conduct a
thorough safety briefing and demonstration of proper ziplining techniques. All
participants are securely fastened in an
intricate system of harnesses and pulleys
on the various traverses.

Then, you are thrown into the middle of the action travelling through nature on ziplines connected via a series
of decks and platforms, mounted in the trees of the rainforest. Your first traverse has you soaring over the Great
River and a 150-year-old dam riding the zipline at up to 35 miles an hour to the sounds and views of the
rushing waters below. The amazing experience of gliding silently through a tunnel of trees is the closest you
will ever feel to being a jungle bird.
Following your first traverse, your journey continues to six additional zipline traverses combined with intermittent
nature walks. Each platform and traverse are named with unique, colorful names such as ‘Limestone Cliff’,
‘Threesome Stop’ and the highlight of our tour, the ‘Inter-Parish Express’, which is over one thousand feet long.
After all the ‘up in the air’ jungle excitement, it is time to cool down in the refreshing waters of the Great River
and go River Tubing! Get into your tube and set off down the river with your trained guides on a three miles
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voyage on the River Tubing Adventure. Experience the natural
beauty of Jamaica as you see the many facets of the Great River
and its natural waterfall. Your guides shares some of Jamaica’s
history and interesting facts with you while you splash in the
refreshing waters of the river.
Expert photographers are in place to capture your thrilling ‘flight’
through the trees and fun moments on the river, memories from
your Jamaican vacation which will last a lifetime. View your photos
and purchase keepsakes from this sensational, one-of-a-kind
adventure, which is completed with a tasty Jerk lunch at a Jungle
Outpost. Enjoy Jamaica’s nature the Chukka way!
Contact your hotel tour desk for further information or call Jamaica
Tours at 953-3700. Email: jtladmin@jamaicatoursltd.com
Soaring through the lush tropical forest
(Photo: Chukka Caribbean Adventures)
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A CULINARY TOUR
THROUGH JAMAICA

W

orld famous for its beauty, Jamaica is also renowned for its cuisine.
Kingston based DaVinci Jamaica Tours has introduced 11, 15 or 20
day culinary tours over the hills and through the valleys of Jamaica.
Showcasing both traditional food preparation and the island’s modern gourmet
cuisine, the gastronomic tours support local communities by visiting off the
beaten track locations that visitors would normally not be able to enjoy. Below
is a preview of how you could spend 11 days experiencing the tastes of the
“real Jamaica” on a culinary journey that is as unique as its people.
Upon your arrival day to the beach town of Montego Bay, you
get your first taste of softly reverberating reggae rhythms, island
art and fine cuisine is served up at your hotel for the night.
Day two is packed with activity. Enjoy some beach time at
Negril’s 7 mile white sand beach and its crystal clear water
before making your way to the ‘bread basket’ of Jamaica, the
parish of St. Elizabeth, said to have the potential to provide the
entire island with produce. Next stop is Treasure Beach, where
you check into your hotel and chill under the starry skies of this
quaint fishing village.
A stop at Brenda Isaac’s Highland House allows a peek
into the garden that supplies vegetables for the ‘One
Love’ project (Photo: Jacqui Sinclair)

Day three has extensive culinary fun in store. Board a boat, throw
out your fishing line and catch tomorrow’s lunch from the waters
of the Caribbean Sea while you keep an eye out for the playful Treasure Beach Dolphins who are always eager
to put on a show for visitors. Head for crocodile watching at the Black River Safari before you take a boat trip
out to the thatch-roofed Pelican Bar located in the middle of the ocean.
On day four, you learn to cook Jamaican. Gather onions, scallions, thyme and other spices from the farm before
preparing yesterday’s catch under the instruction of a local chef who will teach you how to steam, brown-stew
or escoveitch your fish.
Day five takes you back in time. Visit the historic Maroons of Accompong Town, descendants of slaves who ran
away from the sugar plantations and formed their own society. Enjoy a true Maroon feast of indigenous indulgences.
With its many opportunities for both business and pleasure, Kingston sits at the top of the agenda of day six.
The capital’s cuisine offers the cosmopolitan gamut of culinary temptations and making a choice from the wide
selection of great restaurants will not be easy.
The next day is reserved for music and coffee. Visit the Bob Marley Museum on Hope Road to get first hand
experience of the life of the island’s music icon, before you travel into the Blue Mountains to visit a coffee farm
and factory of one of the most expensive coffees in the world. The breath-taking elevation offers an experience
like no other. Enjoy another dining experience in one of Kingston’s restaurants.
Visit with Rastafarians and learn about their interesting take on the culinary arts on
day eight. Their vegetarian ‘ital food’ is famous for all-natural gourmet creations that
preserve nutritional value promoting low sodium, without sacrificing taste. The
evening allows for yet another wonderful, dining out opportunity.
Enjoy journeying through lush, rolling hillsides, sun-kissed panoramic scenes
and the dark mystique of Fern Gully on day nine, before venturing into the
dazzling island town of Ocho Rios.
Day ten is reserved for your own agenda. Doing nothing is perfectly legal,
but you can also go souvenir shopping, climb Dunn’s River Falls, hang
out at Jimmy Buffet’s Margaritaville or engage in watersports if you so choose.
Day eleven is a reality check. Your time in paradise has ended but luckily,
your memories will never expire. Visit www.davincijamaica.com.
Call: 978-7750 or email: info@davincijamaica.com

On the St. Ann’s leg of the tour,
Dr. Aris Latham will educate you
on his delicious raw food dishes
(Photo: Jacqui Sinclair)
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GIVING BACK

E

very year, support groups flock the island to render much needed help and a few individuals have succeeded in establishing programs which teach, encourage
and provide long lasting support to the island’s children. In 2008, Brenda Isaac visited the Anchovy School near her 17-acre luxury villa Highland House in
Anchovy just outside of Montego Bay. The former corporate event planner from Atlanta, who spends her time between the States and Jamaica, made the
shocking discovery that many of the children did not come to school with lunch or lunch money, and stayed hungry throughout the day. And that was sufficient
motivation for Brenda to want to help.

Brenda Isaac enjoys spending time at her beautiful Highland House
(Photo: courtesy of Brenda Isaac)

Figuring out how best to provide a lasting program
to feed the youngsters, she reached out to the
‘Alliance for a New Humanity’, a global group that
connects people who are interested in creating a
peaceful, sustainable world through personal and
social transformation. “I joined hands with another
member of the alliance who was part of a program
called ‘Urban Farming’. We started by building a
small organic garden at the school,” explains
Brenda. “Then, we built a small kitchen at the
school to prepare food, through funding by some
volunteers,” she adds. The small garden and the
kitchen have generated many, much needed meals
for children at the school.

“Importantly, the project has gotten the children involved in the process of basic farming, starting with the
preparation of the soil to the proud moment of harvesting the produce,” states Brenda. Before long, the project
outgrew its small school garden, so Brenda hired a farmer and designated two acres of her property to extend
the organic garden.
Soon, guests at the Highland House started to ask questions about the project. Many ended up visiting the
school and became involved. “We tell them the story of what we are doing at the school, and invite them to
come with us to deliver food - that’s where the magic begins,” explains Brenda.
For many guests, a visit to the school has been an eye-opening experience. Many have opened up both their
hearts and pocket books to help. One example is David Stonecipher, a retired executive for Lincoln Financial
who offered to buy the school a new PA system after listening to several gargling announcements during his
visit. Another generous person that has helped with the project is Gary Martin from Texas. For the past 5 years,
Gary has a standing reservation for Thanksgiving at Highland House. Not only does he visit the school each
time, he also purchased furniture as well as an industrial stove. Most recently, the Texan funded the painting of

the entire school building inside and out, an effort
that encouraged parents and teachers to help. The
collaboration made the community feel a sense
of pride and ownership and truly expressed the
power of ‘One Love’.
Currently, the project is funded through a
percentage of the accommodation cost paid by
Highland House guests, which is set aside for the
school. The project has acquired non-profit status,
a Board and the name ‘One Love Learning’.
The organization’s long-term goal is to connect
three schools via an international satellite network, Youngsters showing off their crops at the Anchovy School (Photo: courtesy
the original school in Jamaica, a school in the of Brenda Isaac)
Sudan, Africa and a school in Atlanta, US. Says Brenda, “We aim to connect children from different parts of the
world, so they can experience diversity, while recognizing their similarities and unity.”
“The children in Jamaica, for example, are 99 percent black, but they have no real affiliation with Africa,” Brenda
points out. “When I went to Africa and visited a school there, it was so interesting because they couldn’t tell
you where Jamaica was on a map, but they all knew Bob Marley,” she adds.
The initiative also includes a teacher’s exchange program among the three schools, so that students can learn
the geography, history, music, art and language of the two other countries from a native teacher. Additionally,
students will be able to ‘meet’ face-to-face via satellite and exchange letters in pen-pal fashion.
Visitors who look beyond the resort walls and befriend locals will find warm and welcoming people, who for the
most part live a simple life and helping people in this wonderful country can be a rewarding experience.
If you are interested in getting involved with the ‘One Love Learning’ program, visit
www.onelovelearningfoundation.org, email brendaisaac@comcast.net or call 678-907-9401.
Farming is fun! (Photo: courtesy of Brenda Isaac)
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A DIFFERENT WAY TO
ENJOY SALTFISH

W

ith 80% of Jamaica’s saltfish imported from Norway, 11 of the island’s
top chefs met for 2009’s inaugural ‘Seafood from Norway Culinary
Challenge’ in Kingston, showcasing the most creative and nontraditional ways to prepare entrees with Norwegian saltfish.
Preserved by both salting and drying, the popularity of saltfish is in
great part due to its long shelf life and resilience to warmer climates.
For more than 200 years, the island’s inhabitants have faithfully kept
up its culinary use and transformed saltfish into delicious courses
by adding ingredients readily available to them.

Chef Anthony Miller

Widely eaten by all layers of society, saltfish has experienced a
comeback and firmly established itself as a number one ingredient
on Jamaica’s culinary scene. In homage to Norwegian saltfish
organized by the Norwegian Export Council for Fish, 11 of the island’s
top chef’s create unique entrees based on the popular ingredient at
2009’s inaugural ‘Seafood from Norway Culinary Challenge’.

Gold medal winners Chef Colin Hylton and Chef Anthony Miller split the number one spot and each walked
away with an adventure packed, all expense paid trip to Norway, a Champion Chef trophy, US$1,000 in cash
and a gift basket from Wisynco.
Hylton’s winning dish was the ‘Sugar Cane Skewered Saltfish with Sweet Potato Escoveitch/Wilted Spinach’.
Sounds tempting? Enjoy!

SUGAR CANE SKEWERED SALTFISH WITH SWEET POTATO
1 lb soaked saltfish
4 six inch pc sugar cane cleaned,
and cut into skewers
2 lbs sweet potatoes peeled and sliced
1 cup purple onions julienne (long thin strips)
3 garlic cloves smashed and sliced
1 large whole sweet pepper julienne
1 large whole fresh tomato diced

1 scallion chopped
1 sprig thyme
1 lb local spinach
3 oz coconut oil
6 oz milk
2 oz white vinegar
salt and black pepper to taste
sliced sweet potato chips (for garnish)

• Soak saltfish in cold water, 48 hours in advance, water should be replaced every 8 hours. Soak saltfish
in milk 2 hrs before ready to use.
• Clean and slice sweet potatoes. Cook in water till medium done and remove from water.
• Remove saltfish from water and milk mixture and cut into 2 oz squares.
• Put three pieces of fish on each sugar cane skewer and set aside.
• In a hot pan, sauté 1 oz coconut oil, onions, garlic, peppers, thyme, sweet potato and tomato. Allow to cook
till potatoes are medium in texture. Season with salt and black pepper, while adding vinegar to the pan.
• Skewered saltfish should be served on a bed of potatoes atop sautéed spinach (callaloo may be used as
a substitute). Garnish: Slice sweet potato very thin, curl around cutter and fry until crispy.
(Photos: Norge, Saltfish from Norway)
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THE PERFECT CONFERENCE BACKDROP

T

he tourist industry players in Montego Bay, Jamaica’s bustling second city and main tourist hub, are anxiously awaiting the completion of the city’s stateof-the-art Montego Bay Convention Centre, now at an advanced stage of construction. Scheduled to open in January 2011, the Montego Bay Convention
Centre will provide yet another unique selling point for the destination of Jamaica, which provides the perfect backdrop for a conference.

BY DENNIS ERROL MORRISON
Dennis Morrison is a well known Caribbean economist and analyst who formerly occupied the post
of Chief Technical Director in the Cabinet Office’s Development Division and served as Chairman of
the Jamaica Tourist Board and the Airport Authority of Jamaica. Central to the creation of
Jamaica’s Master Plan for Sustainable Tourism Development, Morrison spearheaded the drive that
secured record foreign investment in the sector and under his leadership, the Airport Authority of Jamaica undertook major
expansion and modernisation programmes at both Norman Manley (Kingston) and Sangster International Airports (Montego Bay).

With turnover in excess of US$ 150 billion a year, the meeting, incentive, conference and event (MICE) market
represents a significant part of the global travel industry. And with the pending opening of the Montego Bay
Convention Centre, Jamaica has finally embarked on its quest to become the leading conference destination in
the Caribbean.
The Montego Bay Convention Centre is a long awaited addition to the island’s tourism product. To date, lack of
substantial meeting space and inadequate facilities have posed major constraints to the development of Montego
Bay’s potential in the MICE market. Consequently, Jamaica’s share of this market has been restricted to incentive
travel and smaller conferences requiring limited meeting space, with participants accommodated at specific
hotels or resort properties. The first-class assembly facilities available at the soon-to-be-open Convention Centre
will remove these restrictions. Ideally located in the elegant Rose Hall resort area, the Convention Centre is in
close proximity to five major hotels and is a short 15 minute ride from Montego Bay’s world-class Sangster
International Airport. And with over 350 flights weekly into Montego Bay, including over 90 from non-stop
markets, Jamaica is more accessible to visitors than any other Caribbean island.
The recently completed highway and other infrastructure together with the US$200m re-development and
expansion of Sangster International Airport have re-invigorated Montego Bay’s standing as a leading tourism
centre and in the past five years, the area has recorded rapid growth in the number of visitors who stay in its
resorts. Simultaneously, major investment in the country’s first-world telecommunications system has created
a platform for Montego Bay’s emergence as a knowledge services centre. Major players in Back Office Processing
and the Call Centre industry have already established operations
in the city due to the access to an increasing number of university
campuses and tertiary level institutions and the ability to draw
upon a trainable workforce.

Construction of the Montego Bay Conference Centre is on track for a January 2011 opening (Photo: UKC)

on 12,000 sqft of area, divisible into eight break-out rooms. Additionally, the 52,000 sqft Exhibition Space will
accommodate 4,000 persons theatre-style, divisible into two halls.
Rose Hall’s attractive setting, good weather and range of value-for-money to luxury accommodation distinguish
it from competing Caribbean resorts. In recent years new properties, including The Palmyra Resorts & Spa
luxury condominium hotel and Iberostar’s three all-inclusive hotels, have added significantly to the area’s room
inventory and choice of accommodation, further enhancing the areas capabilities to service large gatherings
and conventions. Outside of Rose Hall, the Montego Bay area offers an even wider range of new and existing
accommodation at various price points, which is essential to the city’s capacity to host large gatherings.
The city’s picture-perfect white sand beaches such as the famous Doctor’s Cave Beach, duty free shopping and
“Hip Strip” – an entire mile of restaurants and entertainment – are exciting ingredients that enhance the
destination’s attractiveness for groups and convention travel. With sports being an increasingly important
complementary activity for this kind of traveler, Montego Bay’s five championship golf courses offer another
appealing feature. Indeed, the city is rated as the Caribbean’s Best Golf Resort and the Rose Hall area’s three
championship courses – White Witch, Cinnamon Hill and Half Moon - are situated within a one mile radius of
the Convention Centre and the main hotels. And with a vast amount
of team-building adventures and countless unique backdrops, the stage
is set for many unforgettable events.

Home to Jamaica’s second largest port facilities, including a cruise
ship pier that accommodates megaliners, the dynamism of Montego
Bay’s tourist industry has propelled rapid commercial expansion
and the Convention Centre should provide continued momentum
for its economy. In addition to exhibitions, the new facility will allow
for simultaneous general sessions as well as breakout sessions for
large groups. Catering to corporate entities, associations and faithbased organizations that hold retreats, workforce gatherings, large
meetings, exhibitions and trade shows using short breaks in holiday
destinations, the modern Convention Centre will provide space for
more than 6,500 persons in its Banquet Hall, Meeting Rooms and
dedicated Exhibition Space. While the Banquet Hall will accommodate
up to 2,000 persons on 21,000 sqft of floor space, divisible into
three sections, the Meeting Rooms will house up to 700 persons

The Montego Bay Convention Centre is an important asset to the Rose Hall area,
Montego Bay and its surroundings (Artist impression: UDC)
With the Rose Hall Great House as the backdrop, the lawns of the historic mansion pose a perfect venue for large
events like weddings (Photo: Rose Hall Developments)
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The Montego Bay Chamber of Commerce expects the Convention
Centre to “add marketing diversity to the Jamaica’s tourism product
in an extremely competitive environment.” According to the Chamber,
the island already has a good reputation in the international
marketplace for putting on high quality shows and it is widely thought
that the Convention Centre will spur the creation of unique niches
within the meeting & convention market. Additionally, the modern
facility will certainly add a major boost to the island’s bid to secure
next year’s hosting of the region’s premier travel trade show, Caribbean
Marketplace, which is set to kick off the same month as the Convention
Centre will be opening its doors, January 2011. Jamaica is competing
against the destinations of Cancun and Puerto Rico for the hosting of
this prestigious event.

FRANK’S DILEMMA
It’s Sunday again and I have to decide if it should be a golf day or a beach day?
This dilemma started about a year after I arrived in Jamaica. I was finally able to break away from my deeply
ingrained Canadian work routine and decided to start to explore the island a little. And where does one start on
a tropical island? At the seaside, of course. So I started to visit the beaches and began to enjoy the deep blue
sea that surrounds this wonderful isle. At first, I went to the beaches in Montego Bay, Doctors Cave Beach,
Twisted Kilt Beach, Dead End Beach or Cornwall Beach, then to Bounty Bay Beach, Discovery Bay Beach,
Runaway Bay Beach, Silver Sands Beach, then in Negril on seven miles of beach, Long Bay Beach Park, Cosmos
Beach, Half Moon Bay Beach in the Green Island area and finally the south coast, Treasure Beach, Long Beach,
Boston Bay Beach, Blue Lagoon or the beach at Black River, to name a few. Then when I get to the beach, I
ask myself, should I swim, jet ski, parasail, kite surf or just walk the beach?
Then, I discovered that I could also swim in the rivers, where although the water is a little cooler, it is very
refreshing and never quite as cool as some of the rivers in Canada, (did I say Canadian rivers where cool, I
meant ice cold). So, I could go to the Great River in Lethe, Rio Bueno, the Martha Brae River or the river that
falls over Dunn’s River Falls, again on the south coast it could be Black River, Deans Valley River or in Port
Antonio, to Frenchman’s Cove River, and numerous others.
I know what you are thinking, it sucks to be me, and after all at least I have ALL these options, where as my
family members can only Polar Bear Club swim during this time of the year! Well if you think that is tough, here
or there north or south coast, don’t start felling sorry for me yet, and let me tell you the real dilemma.
I also like to golf and there are seven golf courses within a one hour
and fifteen minute drive of my house, one course better than
the other. Four of these courses are within ten minutes, with
54 holes being laid out on three championship courses, right
in Rose Hall. So do I take on the White Witch, Cinnamon Hill
or Half Moon and should I cart or do I walk. Then there is
Tryall home to the Johnny Walker Championship
and just a short 45 minutes down the road,
I can play the Negril Hills course. Now if I
want to do something different, I could
head to Ocho Rios and play the Super
Clubs course in Upton. Then there
is the choice of
tees to play from
white, blue or
champions?

With so many options, it is
not easy to make a choice
(Photo: Heidi Zech)

So now I think you
can see, this is not an easy
choice and as another Sunday
approaches, what should I do?
Play golf or go to the beach?
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FIVE STAR ALL THE WAY

T

here is something captivating about Hope Masters, President and CEO of the Leon H. Sullivan Foundation. Perhaps the abundance of charisma was passed
down by her father, Baptist minister, civil rights leader and social activist Reverend Leon H. Sullivan, who was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize eight
times. The first to take up residence at The Palmyra, the humanitarian entrepreneur from Washington DC enjoyed Christmas and New Year with her husband
and five children at their new island home. Minister of Tourism Edmund Bartlett added his special touch to the occasion by performing the official hand-over of the key.
“I love Jamaica so much. I knew that I had to buy
when I learned that the developers were putting up
The Palmyra project,” said Masters. With roots to
Jamaica established through a grandmother, her
current day connection to the island has grown even
stronger through her Jamaican husband, renowned
lobbyist Ambassador Carlton Masters.

The DC philanthropist, whose love affair with Jamaica
started when she was 15 years old, is clearly thrilled
with the purchase of her luxurious, four-bedroom
penthouse at The Palmyra. Perched majestically,
Hope Masters with former US President Bill Clinton, Honorary Chairman
of the Board of Directors of the Leon H. Sullivan Foundation, in 2006 at overlooking the entire resort community, lush tropical
gardens and the turquoise Caribbean Sea, The
the Leon H. Sullivan Summit in Abuja, Nigeria (Photo: Hope Masters)
Palmyra penthouse provides a luxurious retreat for Masters to escape everyday life. “My new home comes fully
furnished and the staff here will fill your refrigerator with whatever you need,” she revealed. “It’s a 5-star hotel
all the way.” Throughout their vacation, the Masters combined relaxation and family dinners in the privacy of
their new home with visits to the area restaurants and hotspots.
Since she started to work with her father upon
graduating from Temple University School of Law in
1989, Masters has grown into a humanitarian force
in her own right. She has clearly inherited her famous
dad’s passion to be a force for good and even her
name, Hope, is a tribute to their united aspiration of
creating a better world. Following her father’s passing
in 2001, Masters established the Leon H.
Sullivan Foundation, to which she refers as
“the testament of a daughter’s love.”
If you are not “in the know” about
Masters’ many charitable achievements
and casually bumped into her at a
cocktail party, you would never guess
Hope Masters with George W. Bush (Photo: Hope Masters)
that you were talking to a woman who
may very well be in line for her own Humanitarian Awards in the not too distant future. Joined by
former US President William J. Clinton, the Sullivan Foundation’s Honorary Chairman, and
civil rights icon Ambassador Andrew Young, who is an Executive Board Member, Masters
recently addressed 600 world leaders in the European city of Amsterdam as the
keynote speaker. A fundraising force to be reckoned with, her charitable Foundation
is currently engaged in relief efforts for the earthquake stricken island of Haiti.
Among its many endeavors, the
Leon H. Sullivan Foundation
Annual Award Ceremony honors
people for their advocacy,
humanitarian efforts and
contributions to helping the poor
and disadvantaged worldwide. Last
year’s award ceremony, which took
Honorees at the Leon H. Sullivan Foundation 2009
Award Ceremony in Washington DC, 2009: Actress Mia place at the John F. Kennedy Center
Farrow, T.J. Holmes of CNN, Hope Masters and Educator, for the Performing Arts in Washington
Dr. Henry Louis Gates.
DC, honored the Founder of ‘Wheels
to Africa’ Winston Duncan; actress/ activist Mia Farrow, scholar and educator Dr.
Henry Louis Gates; composer/ musician Herbie Hancock; mobile communications
entrepreneur Dr. Mohamed Ibrahim; Grammy-award winning conductor, producer/ arranger
Quincy Jones; and actor/ producer/ playwright Tyler Perry.
Aside from her work at the foundation, Masters serves as legal counsel for IFESH (The
International Foundation for Education and Self-Help), an organization established by
her father, and on the Board of Directors of the Southern Africa Enterprise Development
Fund. She has also played a central role in the planning and development of the
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The fabulous living and kitchen area of the Penthouse (Photo: Heidi Zech)

Leon H. Sullivan Summit, a non-profit organization founded in 1981 by Rev. Sullivan, which is devoted to facilitating
sustainable development to the nations of sub-Saharan Africa through economic development and education.
Said Minister of Tourism, Edmund Bartlett, who was onsite to hand over the keys to the luxury penthouse at The
Palmyra, “These are the keys to many things: your residence, the people of Jamaica, the country, the culture
and the peace.”
Planning to use her luxury penthouse to recharge her batteries between her many, international undertakings
and missions, Masters hopes to live in her new penthouse long term. “This is my retirement home. I always told
myself I wanted to retire in Jamaica,” she finished.
One of the first owners to occupy her residence, Hope Masters receives the key to her family’s
Penthouse from Minister of Tourism The Hon. Edmund Bartlett (Photo: Heidi Zech)
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PALMYRA’S FIRST CONDO OWNERS TAKE
OCCUPANCY OF THEIR LUXURY RESIDENCES

T

he opportunity for world class, luxury living in Jamaica at prices far below those of other Caribbean islands is now very much a reality. Called the “Jewel in
the Crown of Jamaica” by former Prime Minister P.J. Patterson at the 2005 groundbreaking ceremony, The Palmyra Resort & Spa is making real estate
history with the hand-over of keys to its first buyers. We talked to some of the owners who are enjoying their residences, The Palmyra pool area & bar, the
magnificent white sand beach and extremely attentive service by the resort’s Concierges, Private Chefs and the Solis hotel staff.

Dinner to a stunning backdrop

Attention to detail

Commented Robert T. Trotta, developer of The Palmyra, “We were delighted to hand over keys to our owners in
time for Christmas. Taking into consideration the more than 100 Caribbean real estate projects that have currently
been stopped or abandoned, our opening is a real accomplishment for Jamaica.” The opening of The Palmyra’s
first condominium building, Sabal Palm, marks the commencement of a phased opening of the luxury beachfront
community, which will be rolled out over the next few months.
A pioneering development upon its introduction to the island, The Palmyra has ignited the island’s luxury real
estate industry providing lovers of Jamaica with an opportunity to purchase a luxury, oceanfront residence
within its lush, private sanctuary. Explained Trotta, “The many owners who have purchased residences at The
Palmyra love Jamaica above any other destinations. They want to enjoy true luxury living to the backdrop of the
island’s unique vibe.”
And who can blame them? Combined with the many infrastructure upgrades and the explosive development
which have taken place along Jamaica’s “Elegant Corridor” over the last 5 years, The Palmyra has fashioned a
winning combination for those who wish to escape to a place in the sun during the coldest winter months.
Skillfully designed by Miami-based architect Joe Andriola, vice president and principal of SB Architects, The
Palmyra encompasses a private village of one, two, three and four bedroom condominiums and villas built in
the timeless, grand tradition of British Colonial architecture. Aside from its fabulous location in the elite enclave
of Rose Hall, the spectacular ocean views and the magnificent white sand beach are perhaps The Palmyra’s
most seducing features.
Said Kim and Tom Oliver from Macon Georgia, “When we saw The Palmyra, we knew right away we wanted to
own. First I have to say; the beach far exceeds anything we could have imagined. I want to live here all year
round! I love our third floor view; it’s perfect. Two things I have to comment on is the incredible mattress and
the cascading water shower…perfect.”
The Olivers also fell in love with Rose Hall’s three internationally-acclaimed golf courses with 54 spectacular
holes of golf, all located within a one mile radius of The Palmyra, to which Palmyra owners enjoy privileged
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Proud residence owners Kim and Tom Oliver

The Palmyra poolside invites you to take a dip

access, “Kim and I have vacationed at some fabulous resorts thru-out the Caribbean and we are both golf
players. We loved playing the White Witch, and now have unlimited opportunity to play all the courses.”
A member of The Leading Hotels of the World, The Palmyra has partnered with international hotel-guru Horst
Schulze, the creator of the Ritz-Carlton brand, to provide residents and guests with unparalleled indulgence with
a tropical flair. Named ‘One of the Top 10 Most Exciting Home Developments in the World’ by the prestigious
Travel + Leisure Magazine, the luxury community will be managed by premier hotel management company
West Paces’ brand Solis Hotels & Resorts.
Said Dr. Macauley and his fiancée Dr. Edwards from Miami, Florida, “My fiancée and I are so excited to enjoy
our fabulous home in Jamaica. The ocean view from our terrace is spectacular and the beach is more beautiful
than we had imagined. What has also impressed us is the incredible staff, who has been so helpful and gone
out of their way to make sure we are comfortable. Solis has done an exceptional job at hiring the right people
and training them with attention to guest satisfaction.”
Owners Karen and Guy Gentile, from Putnam County, New York, enjoyed a relaxing break at The Palmyra over
the Christmas period, “Both my husband and I live such busy lives at home running our respective companies,
consisting of US broker dealers, real-estate and software technology companies, that the opportunity to actually
relax and enjoy time away with our family is so important.”
The Palmyra is luring discerning buyers and guests with an array of services and amenities that is hard to
match. Ensnared to design and operate the 30,000 sqft Palmyra ESPA, globally renowned spa specialist Susan
Harmsworth has brought the designer spa concept as well as her cache to the island. The mastermind behind
5 of the top 10 spas on Condé Nast Traveler’s “world’s best” list, Harmsworth has created some of the world’s
most luxurious spa facilities and with 14 treatment rooms, three private VIP suites, a Hibiscus Tea Lounge,
relaxation rooms and vitality pools, The Palmyra ESPA promises to be the Caribbean’s premier haven for
pampering and rejuvenation.

Added Tom Oliver from Macon Georgia, “Kim and I are looking forward to the spa, which is going to be a world
class facility. Its size, the design and the features are, again, much more than I expected. Both Kim and I are
so happy to be part of Palmyra and we look forward to all the incredible development on each returning trip;
which by the way, will be next month.
Paving the way for green, eco-friendly development in the Caribbean, The Palmyra has invested US$20 million
in the Caribbean’s first tri-generation plant capable of producing electricity, steam and air conditioning. The
green power-plant, which produces only 5% of the greenhouse emissions of a regular power-plant, is hurricane
resistant and houses enough on-site fuel to last for more than 20 days in the event of an emergency.
With the developer approved for a casino license that includes sports book and table games such as Roulette,
Craps, Blackjack and Baccarat, The Palmyra forms the cornerstone of the island’s first casino & resort
development of “Celebration Jamaica”, a US$1.8B master plan development set to be rolled out on 65 acres

OWNERSHIP PRIVILEGES
• Fully furnished luxury condominiums and • State-of-the-art fitness center, gourmet
villas from the mid US$450s – US$3.55M shop and nightclub
• Private, palm tree-lined white sand
swimming beach
• Two swimming pavilions
• Clubhouse with ballroom and
extensive meeting space
• Elegant or relaxed dining at three
on-site restaurants
• 30,000 square-foot world-class
destination ESPA

• Personal Attendants, Concierges and Chefs
• Golf privileges to Rose Hall’s top
three courses
• Full service property management,
voluntary rental program and short
term rentals
• Competitive mortgage financing available
• Amazing ocean views

Call Jamaica Toll Free: 1 888 PALMYRA or 953-9787. Visit The Palmyra Sales Center at ‘The Palms’, adjacent
to the Ritz-Carlton® and only a mile from Half Moon resort. FREE TRANSPORTATION will be arranged.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.THEPALMYRA.COM
General Manager Lester Scott presents owner Karen Gentile with the
key to her family’s residence

Generations enjoy the luxury offered by The Palmyra

(Photos: Heidi Zech)

of oceanfront land adjacent to The Palmyra.
Less than a 3 hour flight from most major US markets, more than 300 flights service Jamaica’s brand new
Montego Bay Sangster International Airport per week. Once on the island, The Palmyra is a mere 15 minute
drive away from Montego Bay’s Sangster International airport and its private jet terminal on the brand new, 4
lane Northcoast Highway.
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BAYWATCHING
WITH VIOLET

L

ooking out on the stunningly beautiful
white sand beach of The Palmyra, you
will quickly notice an enthusiastic
lifeguard, watchfully scanning the sundrenched cove. The attentive eyes of
37-year-old Violet Dixon ensure that all
guests at the recently opened luxury resort
are safe and comfortable. A certified
lifeguard and rescue diver, Violet makes it
a point while on duty to keep her territory
clean and guests happy. Although she has
her hands full watching the pool and beach areas, Violet will share her expertise
with guests so they become more confident snorkelers and swimmers once
she has spare time on her hands.
“I just love the water,” says Violet with a great smile. Growing up in ‘the country’ in Sunderland, 15 minutes
from Montego Bay, Violet learnt to swim by jumping into a nearby river at an early age. “I did not take formal
swimming lessons, just learnt by moving around in the water,” adds the lifeguard. With two boys ages 7 and
2, Violet has a natural gift with children and you might well spot her helping
a child braiding a strand of hair or build a sand castle when she is
not busy lining up beach chairs and distributing beach towels.
Her love for the hospitality industry, extroverted nature and
genuine friendliness, allowed her to climb up on the ladder of
success doing what she loves. Her journey started as a
supermarket cashier and then led her to the housekeeping
department of Sandals Resorts in 2000. “I pride myself in being a
versatile employee,” explains Violet. Hence, she figured out how
to implement her love for the water into her job by being part of
the company’s cross-training program. This great opportunity
offered to Sandals staff, made it possible for her to start training in
the watersports department in 2001.
“I had to qualify for the lifeguard training first by
doing a 200 meter swimming test and then float
for 5 minutes which was really easy for me,” recalls
Violet. She passed the test with flying colors and
went on to succeed with lifeguard and PADI
rescue diver certifications. After mastering the
basic, open water and advanced levels in 2002,
the goal oriented Violet is now looking into
future possibilities. “My next aim is to earn the
title of Dive Master, which allows me to teach
people how to dive,” she says proudly. A
willing and versatile staff member at The
Palmyra, Violet always finds ways to help out
in other departments. “If I am needed in the
kitchen or in housekeeping, I am there in my
spare time,” states Violet.
With diving experience to 120 ft. deep, the
depth necessary to obtain the advanced
open water certification, guests at the
beautiful Palmyra are in good hands. “I
keep my eyes open at all times, especially
with kids around.” Hence, Violet does not
‘clock out’ until every guest has left the
beach or pool.
Violet thoroughly enjoys her work at the beach
(Photo: Heidi Zech)
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FOR A VACATION OR FOREVER - THE CHOICE IS YOURS
Capturing the magical essence of Jamaica, The Palmyra offers luxury living in the heart of the exclusive enclave of Rose Hall, Montego Bay. Enjoy island
living in spacious, fully furnished studios, one, two and three bedroom condominiums, four bedroom penthouses and villas, with breathtaking ocean views.
Premier amenities include the Caribbean’s most spectacular signature spa, 54 holes of championship golf, three restaurants, two swimming pools and
private white sand beach. Services include Personal Concierges and Chefs. Residences starting from the US$450’s.

CALL US TODAY FOR FURTHER DETAILS ON OWNING OR FOR HOTEL RESERVATIONS!
1.876.953.9787 Jamaica Sales Center
Toll-Free: 1.888.Palmyra ( 725.6972 ) Jamaica only
1.866.680.4741 U.S. only
1.876.632.8100 Hotel Reser vations Jamaica
1.800.591.0473 Hotel Reser vations U.S.

thepalmyra.com
ROSE HALL SALES CENTER OPEN DAILY FROM 8:30AM TO 5:30PM.
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CHULANI’S REMARKABLE JOURNEY TO JAMAICA

F

ew people can match the story of Tikamdas Chulani, the 91-year-old founder of “Chulani Duty Free Stores”. When he left his native India as a young man,
the jewelry merchant did not know that he had embarked on a voyage that would take him to the ancient land of Egypt, the shores of Saigon and the
fatherland of the Phoenicians, Lebanon, before taking him to the tropical islands of the Caribbean. During his remarkable journey, Tikamdas has kissed the
hands of 6 kings, seen history in the making and lived a life as full of adventure as a fairytale. One of the pioneers of the region’s duty free merchandising and
the very soul of the tightly knit Chulani family, Tikamdas’ legacy is an inspiration to all.

“Trust in cash, rest in God.” This is one of the favorite sayings of Tikamdas Chulani, the 91-year-old merchant
and duty free pioneer of “Chulani Duty Free Stores”. And that pretty much sums up the philosophy of the
Chulani family sage, who has lived a life most of us can only dream of. With more than 50 years in business
in the region, “Chulani Duty Free Stores” has certainly come a long way since Tikamdas first arrived to the
islands of the West Indies.
The saga of Chulani Jewelers began when Tikamdas’ father Sobraj Chulani went to Cairo many, many years ago
to work for Pohoomull Brothers, a company that exported textiles, handcrafted items and jewelry to the West.
Working in Egypt two years at a time, Sobraj would spend his vacations in India with his wife Parpati. The
couple was blessed with seven children, one of them Tikamdas Sobraj Chulani, who was born on November 18,
1918 in Hyderabad. Recalls Tikamdas, who at an early age displayed a knack for math, “My childhood dream
was to leave India and become a businessman.”
At the age of 18, his mother bought him a deck class seat on a ship bound for Egypt, and Tikamdas left India
to join his father in the land of the pyramids. Like his father, Tikamdas worked for the Pohoomull Brothers until
Egypt changed its immigration laws in 1939 and he was forced to leave
the country. The company sent him to work in Saigon, Indo China,
which today is known as Vietnam. After 14 months, Tikamdas left
Saigon and returned to India, just ahead
of the Japanese invasion in 1940.
Ranjeet with his grandfather and founder
of Chulani Jewelers Tikamdas Chulani
(Photo: Heidi Zech)

Tikamdas and Nirmala with Prince Phillip in the late 70s (Photo: courtesy of Tikamdas Chulani)

Still working at Pohoomull Brothers, father Sobraj learnt the intricacies of jewelry trading climbing the ladder to
general manager of his department. The jeweler of choice for the Royal Palace, his skills earned him the title
of ‘Royal Court Jeweler’ in the early 1930s. One day, Sobraj had the honor of personally serving His Majesty
King Farouk of Egypt and from that day, Sobraj became the Egyptian King’s personal jeweler. When Sobraj
asked His Majesty’s assistance to help reunite him with his son Tikamdas, who had been forced to leave the
country, The King arranged all necessary paperwork and Tikamdas returned to Egypt with royal permission.
Going with his father on business calls, Tikadamas familiarized himself with the jewelry trade. He left Pohoomall
Brothers to work for Dialdas, the firm that sold the most luxurious watches and jewelry in Egypt at the time. All
the royals shopped at Dialdas, and as the general manager Tikamdas was soon assigned the title of ‘Royal
Court Jeweler’ just like his dad. Knowing the Chulani family, King Farouk would only shop with Tikamdas and
sometimes summoned him to the palace to purchase grand pieces of jewelry and watches from Boucheron,
Cartier or Vacheron Constantine. World War II had forced many royals into exile and numerous took shelter in
Egypt. As the royal jeweler, Tikamdas had the opportunity to serve many of them. Remembers the merchant, “I
particularly remember a ruby & diamond necklace I sold. It is the most beautiful piece of jewelry that I have
ever seen.”
Tikamdas tells us his favorite story, which he loves to share with his five grandchildren and six great grandchildren,
“I have kissed the hands of six kings: His Majesty Farouk of Egypt, the Shāhanshāh of Iran who came to
Cairo to marry King Farouk’s sister, Emperor Haile Selassie from Abyssinia (now Ethiopia) who escaped to Egypt
when Benito Mussolini conquered the country in 1936, King George II of Greece who fled to Egypt in 1941 to
escape Hitler, King Zog of Albania who was exiled due to Mussolini’s invasion and King Abdullah, grandfather
of the present King of Jordan.”
Over the years, Tikamdas became a renowned, respected and influential businessman in Egypt. When India
gained independence from England in 1947, he helped to find a suitable property for the new Indian embassy
in Cairo and arranged for the Indian Government to purchase the property from Mahmoud Fahmi an-Nukrashi
Pasha, the Egyptian Prime Minister at the time. The merchant, who has lived and been part of historic world
events on several continents, counts the last person he worked for in Egypt, Mr. Dialdas among the most
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The Chulani store at The Shoppes at Rose Hall (Photo: Chulani Jewelers)

interesting people he had ever met, “He taught me all the great things in life. How to meet people, drink, eat,
behave, and how to live!”
In 1952, King Farouk was overthrown during the Egyptian Revolution and the family was forced to leave the
country due to unrest. Tikamdas, his wife and daughters moved to Beirut where he opened Galleria Fakhreidine
together with two Lebanese partners, selling paintings, furniture, antiques and jewelry. Now a business owner,
he was finally able to make his idea of trading loose gemstones a reality. However, the family had to leave
Lebanon in 1959, when war broke out between Muslims and Christians, making the city unsafe for the citizens.
And that is when Tikamdas took advantage of what he considered to be a great business opportunity in the
Caribbean. Explains the merchant, “Americans were no longer able to spend their vacations in Cuba, because
it had become a communist country.”
The family moved to Jamaica where he opened Chulani Jewelers. Soon after, Tikamdas expanded with stores
in St. Maarten, where he has sold jewelry, watches and perfumes ever since. “Today, we specialize in cameras
and electronics in St. Maarten,” explains the merchant. “In Jamaica, we sell a large range of merchandise
including jewelry, watches, crystal, cameras and electronics.”
When asked what he remembers as his life’s most memorable moment, Tikamdas says without hesitation,
“September 2, 1941. That was the day I got married to Nirmala, the most beautiful lady in Hyderabad.” Married

The family in December 2007, from left: Ramesh Panjabi, Veena Panjabi (Tikamdas's 2nd daughter with her husband), Nirmala, Tikamdas, Usha
Mahtani (Tikamdas's 1st daughter) and her son Ranjeet Mahtani (Photo: Heidi Zech)

for 68 years, the couple had three daughters Usha, Veena, and Laila but sadly, Nirmala passed away in 2009
at the age of 91. As a member of the St. Maarten Rotary Club, Tikamdas has helped the Caribbean island for
many years. However, he still shares a special bond with his motherland India, where he makes big donations
to orphanages and senior citizens homes every time he visits. Tikamdas is currently in the process of establishing
a foundation to support education in the name of his late wife Nirmala.
After working and traveling to so many countries, Tikamdas states, “Out of all the countries I have seen, England
is my favorite destination. Two of my daughters went to boarding school in London and I still love to spend time
at my apartment near Hyde Park, meeting my many friends from around the world.”
In the late 1970s, Tikamdas’ son-in-law the late Gul Mahtani took over the duty free business in Jamaica,
expanding the operation into different industries. Today, the Chulani empire consists of three duty free jewelry
stores in Montego Bay, at the Sangster International Airport, the City Centre and Shoppes at Rose Hall and
three duty free electronic stores on the island of St. Maarten. Firmly planted at the beating heart of the island’s
duty free business, Director Ranjeet Mahtani, Tikamdas’ grandson and son of the late Gul Mahtani, is now at
the helm of Chulani Duty Free Stores in Jamaica. Starting in 2010, the company has plans to continue its
expansion in the Caribbean.
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FANTASTIC VIEWS, FRIENDLY
STAFF, FABULOUS FOOD

A

s surprising as it is quaint, The Gap Café is a hidden treasure for adventurers looking to experience a bit of the real Jamaica.
Located 4,200 feet above sea level in the mountains overlooking Newcastle, patrons can sit back and take in the scenery with a glass of wine while watching
the resident hummingbirds suckle strawberry nectar from suspended pink dispensers. The homemade fare at the charming hideaway includes classic, local
dishes and Blue Mountain coffee.
According to Delores, Kingstonians like
to frequent the cafe on weekends as
do tourists traveling the mountain road
to Portland parish. A peak at the
guestbook revealed scores of positive
comments, such as “Beautiful!” and
“Great staff, good food”, from satisfied
customers from all over the world.
“The scenery is lovely and the food is
great,” wrote Rachel from Madrid.

Chef Michelle, Waitress Marsha and Manager Delores welcome you to the mountain cafe (Photo: Ragni Fjellvoll)

Set in a small garden, the quaint cottage that houses the Gap Café was built in the 1930s, originally as a way
station for buggy traffic bound for the north coast. The late Sir Donald Sangster, a former Prime Minister of
Jamaica used to stay here when planning his budget speeches and Ian Fleming is said to have written the first
James Bond book here.
Still a welcoming stop for travelers in the Blue Mountains, the Gap Café is worth a visit both for its stunning
views and its tasty food. Says Manager Delores Allen, who has been working at the mountain cafe for 6+ years,
“We feature a typical Jamaican menu with specialties such as curry goat, oxtail & beans and crab backs.”
Individually ground and brewed, the Blue Mountain coffee alone is worth the visit, as are the pastries. “Our
desserts include carrot cake, rich chocolate cake and rum cake, which is a favorite choice,” explains Delores.
Doctor bird, the national bird of Jamaica, enjoying sweet strawberry nectar
(Photo: Ragni Fjellvoll)
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We ran into two families from the
British High Commission in Kingston,
who were enjoying Sunday lunch at
the picturesque eatery. Said Anita
Lindley, who lunched on chicken
stuffed with callalloo, “It is the best
chicken I have ever had in Jamaica.”
Enjoy a drink and some great food to fabulous views of Kingston (Photo: Ragni Fjellvoll)
Her views were mirrored by the rest
of the group. The pork chops and the chocolate cake, in particular, got the thumbs up from the Casali family.
Owned by Kingston business woman Gloria Palomino, the quaint cafe has been serving customers for 14 years.
Featured in several guide books, including Marco Polo and Lonely Planet, it is the perfect place for a scenic
lunch. The Gap is open 9:00 am – 5:00 pm on Thursdays and Fridays and 10:00 am – 6:00 pm on Saturdays
and Sundays. Tel: 997-3032 or 539-1771 or email gloriapalominojp@yahoo.com

OUTSTANDING CUISINE FOR EVERY TASTE

M

ost Jamaicans love to cook, and the island has a number of traditional dishes prepared in a manner unique to the island, including the national dish
Ackee & Saltfish, steamed fish with okra and crackers, callalloo with fried dumplings, plantains and green bananas or the customary rice & peas with
jerked chicken or pork. You are guaranteed to come across some great Jamaican chefs at local restaurants and hotels and we encourage you to indulge
in the local culinary delights. The island’s many wonderful eateries create international fare for all taste buds, offering you the best of both worlds.

MONTEGO BAY

THE HOUSEBOAT GRILL, FREEPORT
CUISINE: INTERNATIONAL

ROBBIE JOSEPH’S SEAHORSE GRILL
CUISINE: INTERNATIONAL
Renowned Montego Bay Chef Robert Joseph has embarked on another
great culinary venture at the Montego Bay Yacht Club, where great food
and unbeatable views compliment the relaxed, cozy atmosphere of the
Seahorse Grill. Born and raised in Kingston, Chef Joseph grew up in
the kitchen helping his Middle Eastern dad to cook for family and
friends. A graduate of the Culinary Institute of America, Chef Joseph
smiles when asked how long he has been in the business and answers,
Chef Robert Joseph (Photo: John Mitteco)
“too long” but finally reveals that it has been around 35 years. From
fresh, crunchy Cesar Salads to tempting Lobster Thermidor, the menu of seafood, pasta, burgers, salads and
soups comes highly recommended. Chef Joseph has introduced themed nights on Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays to entertain the Montego Bay crowd.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT (during lobster season): “2 for 1 Lobster Fete”
THURSDAY NIGHT: “Rum & Games” night with Appleton Special Qs
FRIDAY NIGHT: “Oriental Buffet” with live music and “Sunset Happy Hour” from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm
“My clients have asked for an Indian night, which we are planning to introduce this year,” explains the Chef.
“We are offering great food and atmosphere at moderate prices,” he adds proudly. The tone is friendly and
relaxed and if you don’t want to dine, the bar is a great place to have a drink, hang out and play games. With
a pool, playground and kiddies menu, the Montego Bay Yacht Club is also a great spot for the entire family to
spend some quality time during the day. “Our guests feel relaxed here. Where else could a group of ladies sit
comfortably under an almond tree and play cards until midnight?” asks the Chef. Open every day from 10:00
am. Kitchen closes at 11:00 pm. Call 684-9133.

Perhaps one of the most romantic restaurants around town is moored
in the calm waters of the Montego Bay Marine Park Fish Sanctuary.
The Houseboat Grill offers a unique setting for an intimate dinner on
the water. Enjoy the freshest fish straight from the sea or choose your
own live lobster from a glass covered lobster trap on deck. Connected
to the shore by a little tow ferry that brings guests across, the restaurant
continues to be a favorite choice of residents and visitors alike. Enjoy
dinner in the downstairs dining room or dine under the stars on the moon deck. Excellent food, magnificent
atmosphere, and great service - everything you need for a perfect evening out. High heels are not recommended.
Open daily for dinner from 6:00 pm – 11:00 pm. Bar opens at 4:30 pm. Tel: 979-8845.

MARGUERITES SEAFOOD BY THE SEA, GLOUCESTER AVENUE
CUISINE: SEAFOOD
One of the top seafood restaurants on the north coast, Marguerites truly
deserves its reputation. The elegant and sophisticated bistro enjoys one
of Montego Bay’s best locations directly on the water’s edge. The menu
of fresh creatively prepared seafood dishes is a favorite for an intimate
dinner served on the oceanfront terrace while you watch the fish swim
in the turquoise ocean below. Served by a most attentive staff, Caribbean
seafood specialties include Cognac Lobster, Pimento Smoked Blue Marlin
and Tijuana Shrimp. Flambé specialties are prepared at your table. The tasty desserts are a must-try. Complimentary
shuttle service in the Montego Bay area. Open daily 6:30 pm – 10:30 pm. Tel: 952-4777. Reservations recommended.

Dinner at the Seahorse Grill comes with one of the most romantic background in town (Photo: John Mitteco / www.photropics.com)
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OCHO RIOS

OTHER MONTEGO BAY EATERIES
Margaritaville, Gloucester Avenue
CUISINE: INTERNATIONAL
Open daily 11:00 am - 9:30 pm. Tel: 952-4777
The Jamaica Bobsled Café, Gloucester Avenue
CUISINE: INTERNATIONAL
Open daily 10:00 am - 11:00 pm. Tel: 940-7009
Scotchie’s, Coral Gardens
CUISINE: JAMAICAN JERK
Open daily 11:00 am - 11:00 pm. Tel: 953-3301
Akbar & Thai Garden, Half Moon Shopping Village,
Rose Hall
CUISINE: INDIAN & THAI
Open daily 11:30 am - 3:30 pm (lunch) and
6:00 pm - 10:00 pm (dinner). Tel: 953-8240

Sugar Mill Restaurant, Half Moon Golf Course,
Rose Hall
CUISINE: JAMAICAN & INTERNATIONAL
Open daily 6:30 pm - 10:00 pm. Tel: 953-2314
Three Palms, Rose Hall Resort & Spa, a Hilton
Resort, Rose Hall
CUISINE: CARIBBEAN
Open daily 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm. Tel: 953-2650
The Pelican, Gloucester Ave
CUISINE: JAMAICAN & INTERNATIONAL
Open 7:00 am – 11:00 pm. Tel: 952-3171
Chilitos, Shop # 1 & 2 Doctor’s Cave Beach Hotel,
Gloucester Avenue
CUISINE: MEXICAN
Open daily 11:00 am - 10:00 pm. Tel: 952-4615.

CUISINE: INTERNATIONAL
Visitors of the Mystic Mountain attraction can now enjoy the rides and fantastic food at 700 ft. altitude in a
casual, yet different way. Enjoy one of the greatest views across the infinity pool down to the town of Ocho Rios
and the cruise ship pier. The extensive lunch fare starts off with dishes from the ‘Soup Kettle’ or the ‘Fryer’ with
traditional Fish ’n Chips or West Indian Chicken Burrito with a spicy callaloo and cheese dip, followed by ‘Grilled’
or ‘Baked’ choices like the classic Jerk Chicken or Pork with Festival or the favorite Mystic Mountain Ham or
Cheeseburger. The ‘Cold Selection’ offers salads and sandwiches and can be topped off with a dessert from the
‘Sweet Life’ selection.
If the view is breathtaking by day, you definitely have to see it by night! Come on up on the ‘Moonlight SkyExplorer’ on Fridays and Saturdays and join in on this fine dining experience in an elegant setting featuring
Contemporary Caribbean Cuisine. Scrumptious appetizers such as the Mystic Mist salad with ripe plantain
dressing or Escoveitch Fish Spring Roll with Tamarind Yogurt Sauce followed by Ackee & Sorrel Stuffed Chicken
Breast, Broiled Lobster Tail with Cilantro-Passion Fruit Butter or the Country Root Vegetable Gizzada can be
enjoyed under the moon and the stars with that special someone. The desserts are as tempting as they are
innovative. Try the Ginger Coconut Cheese Cake on Scallion Sauce or the delicious warm Mango Bread Pudding.

THE ROYAL STOCKS PUB & STEAKHOUSE, HALF MOON
SHOPPING VILLAGE

If you are looking for a venue that is out of the ordinary, whether it be a wedding, retreat, function or party,
consider doing it on top of Mystic Mountain.

CUISINE: TRADITIONAL ENGLISH FARE

Mystic Dining Restaurant & Bar offers a special dinner rate, which includes the Moonlight-Sky-Explorer ride.
Please call 974 3990/ext. 219 or 218. Open daily for lunch from 9:00 am - 5:00 pm and Fridays and Saturdays
for dinner until 10:00 pm.

Established in 1995, The Royal Stocks English Pub & Steakhouse
is a popular meeting and hangout spot for a casual lunch or
dinner among friends, family and business associates. Choose
from daily specials such as sandwiches, burgers and pasta or
indulge in traditional English pub fare like Nottingham Forest
Steak and Kidney Pie. Darts, dominoes and board games give
the pub that authentic English feel. And like all serious watering
holes, the Royal Stocks show major sporting events via satellite
TV. Complimentary transportation from surrounding hotels and villas. Open daily 10:00 am – 10:00 pm.
Tel: 953-9770.

PIER 1 SEAFOOD RESTAURANT & BAR, HOWARD COOKE BOULEVARD
CUISINE: SEAFOOD
The Pier 1 Seafood Restaurant is known to be one of Montego Bay’s most popular hot spots. Conveniently
located on the waterfront on Howard Cooke Blvd., the waterfront restaurant features a panoramic view and the
best sunset watching location on the bay. The freshest in seafood meals is offered along with chicken, steak,
burgers and vegetarian dishes. Pier 1’s weekly Seafood Sundays, starting at 5:00 pm is an event eagerly awaited
by the entire family. Pick your favorite seafood and have it prepared by the chef just the way you like it. The
Sunday evening atmosphere is enhanced by a one-man band. Complimentary pick up from most area hotels.
Open daily 11:00 am to 11:00 pm. For more info call 952-2452 or visit www.pieronejamaica.com.
(Photo: John Mitteco/www.photropics.com)

MYSTIC DINING RESTAURANT & BAR

TOSCANINI RESTAURANT
CUISINE: ITALIAN/MEDITERRANEAN
Toscanini Restaurant, a well kept secret in Ocho Rios no more!
Consistently delivering authentic Italian/Mediterranean culinary
delights for the last 12 years, the award winning Toscanini
Restaurant in Ocho Rios has a loyal following of residents and
visitors and a long list of VIP’s and celebrities who frequent the
restaurant. Toscanini owners, siblings Lella and Chef P.G. Ricci
have kept the dining experience true to their Italian roots but
incorporate all the delights of the finest fresh Jamaican
ingredients. While guests sip on a glass of crisp Pinot Grigio and
nibble on freshly baked Focaccia bread, Lella the hostess, uses her daily menu blackboard, to review the
selections of the day with the guests at their table. Appetizers could be a Steamed Lobster, Chickpea puree and
crisp Fennel Salad dressed with Lime and a Scotch Bonnet Pepper infused in Olive Oil complimented by an
entrée of Mahi-Mahi served in an ‘Acqua Pazza’ sauce. Your pasta dish could be freshly made Pappardelle with
fresh roasted vegetables or tossed with Prosciutto and Portobello Mushrooms in a rich creamy tomato basil
sauce. Your meat dish, a Pimento Roasted Loin of Pork with a Grain Mustard, Scallion and Wine sauce, a little
Jamaican Pepper Jelly on the side just hits the spot. Finally, delicious homemade desserts will complete your
dining experience. Tiramisu, Tropical Fruit Strudel or Affogato al Caffe … you will just have to visit Toscanini
to find out what that is! Open lunch from noon - 2:15 pm and for dinner 6:30 pm - 10:15 pm. Closed Mondays.
Call 975-4785 or email lella@cwjamaica.com.

OTHER OCHO RIOS EATERIES
Evita’s Italian Restaurant, Eden Bower Road
CUISINE: ITALIAN
Open daily 11:00 am - 11:00 pm. Tel: 974-2333
Le Papillon Restaurant and The Caviar Bar,
Royal Plantation
CUISINE: FRENCH & CARIBBEAN
Opening hours: Tues - Sun 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm.
Tel: 974-5601 Reservations required.
Passage to India, Soni’s Plaza
CUISINE: INDIAN
Open Tues - Sun 10:00 am - 10:00 pm.
Tel: 795-3182
The Dinner Terrace at the Jamaica Inn
CUISINE: INTERNATIONAL
Open daily 7:30 pm - 11:00 pm (last seating).
Tel: 974-2514
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Toscanini, Harmony Hall, St. Mary
CUISINE: ITALIAN
Open Tues - Sun noon - 2:15 pm for lunch and
6:00 pm - 10:30 pm for dinner. Tel: 975-4785
Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville Bar & Grill,
Island Village
CUISINE: AMERICAN & INTERNATIONAL
Open daily 10:00 am - 7:30 pm, bar open until
9:00 pm. Club nights Mon, Wed, Sat, Beach Party
on Thur. Tel: 675-8976
The Ruins at the Falls, 17 DaCosta Drive
CUISINE: JAMAICAN & INTERNATIONAL
Open daily 11:00 am - 10:00 pm. Tel: 974-8888
Scotchie’s Too, Drax Hall near Ocho Rios
CUISINE: JAMAICAN JERK
Open 11:00 am - 11:00 pm. Tel: 794-9457

NEGRIL ELEGANT AND CASUAL RESTAURANTS
Pushcart Restaurant at Pirates Cave, West End Road Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville Bar & Grill, Norman
CUISINE: JAMAICAN
Manley Boulevard
Open daily from 3:00 pm - 11:00 pm. Tel: 957-4373 CUISINE: AMERICAN & CARIBBEAN
Open daily 9:00 am - 11:00 pm. Tel: 957-9180 /
Rockhouse Restaurant, West End Road
957-4467
CUISINE: JAMAICAN & INTERNATIONAL FUSION
Opening hours: daily 7:00 am - 10:00 pm, bar until Sweet Spice, White Hall Road
11:00 pm. Tel: 957-4373
CUISINE: JAMAICAN
Open daily 8:30 am - 10:30 pm. Tel: 957-4621
Rick’s Café, West End Road
CUISINE: AMERICAN
Open daily noon - 10:00 pm. Tel: 957-0380
Hungry Lion, West End Road
CUISINE: VEGETARIAN & SEAFOOD
Open daily 5:00 pm - 10:00 pm.
Tel: 957-4486

Cosmo’s Seafood Restaurant & Bar, Norman Manley
Boulevard
CUISINE: SEAFOOD, JAMAICAN
Open daily 9:00 am - 10:00 pm. Tel: 957-4330

KINGSTON ELEGANT AND CASUAL RESTAURANTS
Norma’s on the Terrace, Devon House
CUISINE: CARIBBEAN & INTERNATIONAL FUSION
Open Mon - Sat 11:00 am - 10:00 pm.
Tel: 968-5488

TGI Friday’s, 51 Hope Road, Kingston 10
CUISINE: AMERICAN
Open Mon - Thurs & Sun 11:00 am - midnight,
Fri & Sat 11:00 am - 2:00 am. Tel: 978-8443

Chilito’s, 64 Hope Road, Kingston 6
CUISINE: MEXICAN
Open Mon - Sat 12:00 pm - 10:00 pm,
Sun 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm. Tel: 978-0537

Akbar, 11 Holburn Road
CUSINE: INDIAN
Open daily noon - 3:30 pm & 6:00 pm - 10:30 pm.
Tel: 926-3480

ELEGANT AND CASUAL RESTAURANTS ON THE SOUTH COAST
Jack Sprat, Jake’s Hotel, Treasure Beach
CUISINE: JAMAICAN & INTERNATIONAL
Open daily 10:00 am – 10:00 pm. Tel: 965-3583
Lew’s International Chinese Restaurant, Mandeville
CUISINE: CHINESE
Open Mon – Sat 12:00 am – 8:30 pm,
Sun 1:00 pm – 9:00 pm. Tel: 962-1252

Andrea’s Steakhouse at Marblue, Marblue Villa
Suites, Treasure Beach, St. Elizabeth
CUISINE: INTERNATIONAL
Open daily 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm. Tel: 965-3408.
By Reservation only!
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KATHY’S HOMEMADE GOURMET LUNCHES

M

ontego Bay’s corporate world, individuals and visitors have embraced the innovative and healthy lunches offered by ‘Homemade Gourmet’ Kathy Dear. With
a nice range of salads, sandwiches, pastas and sweet treats, Kathy’s healthy menu of freshly made delights has been welcomed with open arms. Just call
Homemade Gourmet to have your mouthwatering meal delivered for free anywhere from Rose Hall to Round Hill with a great smile, just in time for lunch.

Like so many other Montegonians, Kathy got tired
of the usual offerings of chicken, rice and peas or
burgers for lunch. “I saw the need for alternative
lunch options,” remembers the trained masseuse.
Taking matters in her own hands, Kathy started
by doing extensive research about recipes and
clients’ needs and began to craft her extensive menu. “Once I come up with a new idea, I present the dish to
my family. They are the judges of my new creations,” she adds with a smile.
Kathy inherited her love for cooking from her mother Denise. When she went to Canada to study esthetics, she
earned some extra cash working in her cousin’s catering business. Starting out as a waitress, she quickly moved
into the kitchen making pies, sandwiches and lasagna. With two girls ages 9 and 6, Kathy has picked up the
teacher’s mantle. “Right now, I'm passing my knowledge on to my daughters Skylar and Ella. I would love to
do a small cooking class for kids in the future,” she explains.
Homemade Gourmet’s healthy options have proved
to be menu favorites; “The most popular items are
the “‘Fit and Fabulous’ and ‘Apple Walnut’ salads,”
says Kathy. ‘Fit and Fabulous’ is a healthy mixture
of salad, string beans, olives and tuna in a white
wine vinaigrette, while ‘Apple Walnut’ includes
salad, crisp apple, walnuts and grilled chicken and
a red wine vinegar vinaigrette. Both can be ordered
with an 8” baguette on the side.” She continues,
“Other ‘green’ choices are my delicious salads
including the Bok Choy Salad done two different
ways, the Mandarin Salad, Greek Salad and the
Oriental Salad with chicken.”

Mouthwatering juicy roast beef on cocobread (Photo: Heidi Zech)

Sandwich options include Roast Beef Au Jus with
melted provolone on a baguette or Jamaican
cocobread, or traditional favorites such as Roasted
Chicken, Ham & Swiss Cheese, Tuna salad,
Meatball sub and Egg salad on white or whole
wheat baguette. The recent menu addition of
traditional Jamaican escoveitched fish served on
cocobread comes highly recommended and is also
available on salad. “I wanted to add some Jamaican
flair to the menu,” explains Kathy.

Many clients are having a hard time resisting Kathy’s homemade lasagna with meat sauce, béchamel sauce
and melted cheese and people with a sweet tooth have long since discovered her irresistible pumpkin and
banana bread loaves. Refreshing lemonade and ice tea are available to quench your thirst.
Says Lyn Langford, Vice President of ACS at the Montego Bay Freeport, “As the largest international call centre
in Jamaica, we have a great deal of visitors. Our clients visit us from all over the US for meeting purposes, and
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Homemade Gourmet is one of our visitors’ favorite lunch options. The menu offers our clients a great selection,
and the food is always fresh and pleasing to the pallet. Keep up the great work Kathy!”
Homemade Gourmet creates individual menus for people with special health or dietary needs. If you are looking
for a break from cooking, order a whole vegetable or beef lasagna, or pizza dough to create your own pizza.
Join Kathy’s mailings list to get your update on specials.
Call 399-2460 or email your order to kathyann.dear@gmail.com by 10:30 am for free lunch deliveries from
Rose Hall to Round Hill.
Prepared with love and delivered with a smile by Kathy Dear
(Photo: Heidi Zech)

JAMAICA BOBSLED CAFÉ
- THE COOLEST PLACE TO DINE

T

he famous Jamaican Bobsled Team’s presence on the world’s sports stage inspired the concept of this
particular Montego Bay restaurant. Established in 2005, the popular haunt offers its clientele a unique
open café setting, similar to the ones in Paris or New York, while adding the flair of Montego Bay and
Jamaica to the mix. In addition to good casual fare and drinks, the Bobsled Café offers its visitors the
opportunity to get their photo taken in a bona fide bobsled!

True to the winter sport that inspired
the creation of the team, the Jamaica
Bobsled Café personifies the colorful and
vibrant atmosphere of Jamaica with a twist
of winter. Snowflakes fall from above to form
a proper winter welcome when you enter the
air-conditioned comfort of this trendy sports
bar and eatery. Aside from the large plasma
TVs that are a must at any sports bar, the facility
features a fireplace, an original Bobsled for great photo opportunities as well as an area
to hang out in and play your favorite board game. Each week, members of the Jamaican Bobsled team that
were part of the team’s famous debut at the 1988 Winter Olympic Games in Canada, sign autographs for visiting
fans. The latest Jamaican Bobsled Team wear is also available for purchase. With a seating capacity of 70, the
Jamaica Bobsled Café is famous for its ‘Brooklyn Style Pizza’ including the ‘Special Pizza of the Month’ and
the new menu boasts ‘Smoke Duck Quesiddalla’, ‘Wings’, ‘Blue Burger’, ‘Pizza Burger’ and ‘Barefoot Tracks’.
Join the daily ‘Happy Hour’ from 6:00 - 7:00 pm and come party on Wednesday nights. Delivery is offered in
Montego Bay.

Olympian Wayne Blackwood with a fan during a T-shirt signing
session at the Bobsled Cafe.

The Jamaica Bobsled Café is located in the heart of the ‘Hip Strip’, Gloucester Avenue and open daily from
10:00 am - 11:00 pm. Valet Parking available. Tel: 940-7009
(Photos: Island Entertainment)
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THE TRAMWAYS OF KINGSTON

T

ramways were common throughout the industrialized world in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and charming streetcars are still a familiar sight in
many cities around the world. A rail-borne vehicle of lighter weight and construction than a conventional railway car, tramcars operate on tracks that
primarily run on streets, are designed for the transport of passengers and, very occasionally, freight between villages and towns. In addition to boasting one
of the first railroads in the Americas, Kingston and its surrounding area enjoyed an extensive tramline network back in the ‘good ole days’.

Located approximately 100 miles south of Cuba and the same distance west of Haiti, Jamaica is about 50
miles wide and 150 miles long. A British colony from 1655, Jamaica became a province in the Federation of
the West Indies in 1958 and a fully independent country in 1962. The nation’s affiliation with the Commonwealth
has brought many modern advances to the island through the years, including in the area of transportation.
The first railway on the island opened in 1845, making Jamaica the second British colony in the world to boast
a railway. Called the Western Jamaica Connecting Railway, it was one of the first railroads in the Americas,
preceded only by railway lines in the United States, Canada and Cuba. The 12 mile steam locomotive railroad
ran between the capital Kingston and Spanish Town serving the Kingston parish population of around 50,000 people.
In 1876, The Jamaica Street Car Company inaugurated the country’s first public tram system. Acquired from
the John Stephenson Company in New York, its horse powered tram vehicles circled the central area of Kingston
from Rae Town in the east, May Pen cemetery in the west to Constant Spring 6 miles north of the city.

For example, this tram is signed ‘Half Way Tree & Hope Gardens’. (Image: Collection Allen Morrison)

WIEC’s trams did good business transporting people and produce from rural areas to the Kingston markets.
Extra cars were placed on the Constant Spring and Hope Gardens lines to serve the city’s markets. These cars
were called the ‘Market Women’s Car’.
Tram cars for goods bore uneven numbers (11, 13, 15) and in the early years of the 20th century, the United
Fruit Company ran banana trains over WIEC tracks from Constant Spring to Jubilee Market. Initially pulled by
electric locomotives, the cars were later attached to WIEC's electric trams.
(Image: Collection Allen Morrison)

Two decades later, in 1897, the Canadian registered West India Electric Company (WIEC) purchased the horse
tramway and began electrifying Kingston’s first line. WIEC’s president was an officer of the Montreal Street
Railway Company, and probably played an important role in the supply of Kingston’s first 30 electric trams,
which were similar to the open tram cars that ran in Montreal in the 1890s.
The electric tram cars ran in both directions down a single track in the centre of the street for most of the route
with a track gauge of 56 1/2 inches. Obviously, when two trams going in opposite directions met, they had to
have some way to pass. In certain places there were two tracks and, Jamaica being a British colony, the
streetcars passed each other on the left side. Passenger cars were given even numbers such as 10, 12, 14 and
the different routes were identified by colored lights and destination boards on the ends and sides of the roof,
just like in Montreal.

Kingston’s first electric tramline was inaugurated on March 31, 1899 and ran from the tram depot on Orange Street to the foot of King Street.
(Image: Collection Allen Morrison)
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Disaster struck on January 14, 1907, a regular hot, sunny day without a cloud in the sky. At 3:32 pm, it was
business as usual in the city of Kingston when suddenly, the sound of mighty rushing winds and roaring was
heard. The earth began to shake violently and within 20 seconds, hundreds lay dead or dying beneath mounds
of rubble and dust. By 3:33 pm three shocks had been felt. Every building in Kingston sustained damage, and
many of the edifices in the lower part of the city were completely destroyed. The 1907 earthquake took 800
lives and damaged large sections of the Kingston tramway system.
The 1920s brought new prosperity to the city and a new operator to the tramway system. In 1923, the WIEC
was absorbed by a new Canadian organization, Jamaica Public Service Company, which thereafter provided all
electric utilities on the island. By 1924, The McGraw Electric Railway Directory reported 39 passenger motor
cars (a tram with a motor and trolley pole on the roof that draws current from the overhead wire), 1 motor
service car (possibly a fancy parlor car used by company staff), 1 motor freight car (a tram with a motor and

5 cars were destroyed, but partial service resumed within a few days. Luckily, WIEC had ordered 6 new trams the previous November from J. G.
Brill Co. in Philadelphia. (Image: Collection Allen Morrison)

This colorized postcard shows a section of King Street in 1930. (Image: Collection Allen Morrison)

pole that carries cargo, merchandise, and produce, but not passengers), 6
freight cars (a tram that carries cargo but has no motor and must be
hooked onto a motor car) and 2 locomotives operating on 26.62 miles of
track in Kingston.
By 1933, The World Survey of Foreign Railways recorded 44 passenger
motorcars, 5 passenger trailers (a tram car without power which is hooked
behind a motor car in order to carry extra passengers) and 2 freight trams
running on 43 kms of track in Kingston. Business must have been good,
as the numbers show that the length of the tracks had been expanded
and many more passenger vehicles had been acquired after 1907, although
no orders are recorded by US or Canadian builders.

Unfortunately, the Jamaica Public
Service Co. closed the Kingston
tramway system in 1948, claiming
that they could not afford to
maintain the network or construct
the needed track extensions.
Company records indicate that the
Rockfort Gardens line continued
its operation for several months
after the closure of the other lines,
due to public protest.
By the mid-20th century, the
trams had disappeared from most
British, Canadian, French and US The Market Women’s Car (Image: Collection Allen Morrison)
cities. The Kingston tramway system was unusual in that all its passenger cars remained identical and unchanged
throughout their existence. Superbly maintained, they were all sold for scrap in 1949. What a shame that not
one of these magnificent vehicles – 50 years old, but as good as new – was preserved!
The information and images for this article were generously supplied by Allen Morrison.

ALLEN MORRISON
TRANSPORT HISTORIAN

Allen Morrison grew up in Cincinnati, Ohio, and took great pleasure in riding tramcars to
school before they were replaced by buses. After living in Paris, Morrison obtained a Ph.D.
in French language and literature at Columbia University in New York, where he has worked
as a Professor for many years and resides to this day.
Morrison’s old fascination with trams was reignited on a trip to Mexico, which was to inspire
17 trips to research tramways in Mexico, Central America, the Caribbean and South America.
An avid collector of old postcards featuring trams, his archive currently counts over 5,000.
Morrison published an illustrated history of the tramways of Brazil in 1989, a similar volume
on Chile in 1992, and a large album of photographs of Latin America tramways in 1998.
A Spanish-language edition of his Chilean volume was published in 2008. Since 1998,
Morrison has maintained more than 1,300 internet pages on the subject, including more
than 2,700 photographs and 100 maps (www.tramz.com and www.tramz.com/jm/ki.html for
the Kingston page).
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LUXURY SHOPPING PAR EXCELLENCE

W

ith the excellent discounts offered by the island’s duty free stores, window-shoppers can peruse the latest in leather goods, watches and jewelry. With
great pieces, at ever greater prices on offer by all the top luxury brands, it is easy to fall for the temptation to seal a deal. Bargaining is a way of life in
Jamaica, so be prepared to haggle before you walk away with your favorite items. A preferred diversion for many, shoppers can save up to 40% compared
to other countries. Have a look at page 40, to see our favorite shopping spots where you can practice your skills as a professional negotiator.

THE CARTIER SANTOS 100 CARBON CHRONOGRAPH

THE CHOPARD HAPPY SPORT COLLECTION

EXCLUSIVELY AT CASA DE ORO
In 1904, Louis Cartier designed his first wristwatch, the ‘Santos
de Cartier’. The exquisite timepiece would make Cartier one of
the world's most famous master watchmakers. Incorporating a
perfect balance between modern technology and traditional
craftsmanship, Cartier frequently creates stunning watch designs
for women and men.

EXCLUSIVELY AT TROPICANA JEWELERS
Renowned for the creativity, state-of-the-art technology and excellence of its craftsmen, Chopard is one of the
leading brands in the high-end watch and jewelry industry. With its innovatively combination of stainless steel
and diamonds, the ‘Happy Sport’ ladies watch collection was an instant hit that won over hearts everywhere.
Contemporary, sophisticated and fun, ‘Happy Sport’ unites a host of qualities that have earned it worldwide
success. The trendy, stainless steel model with white dial and 7 mobile diamonds as its signature feature is
water-resistant up to 30 meters. Complemented with a timeless stainless steel strap, the sporty watch is also
available in pink gold.

The ‘Santos 100 Carbon Chronograph’ boasts a Titanium mat
bezel, black dial and sapphire crystal. The stylish black bracelet
takes this formal watch to a new sporty level. Available in steel
or gold, the Cartier Santos 100 features the Cartier automatic
8630 movement, is water resistant to 100 meters and uniquely
designed with widely placed sub-dials, Roman numerals and
sword-shaped hands with phosphorescent coating. The Titanium
faceted crown is set with a faceted black synthetic spine with
push-buttons on either side.

Available at Tropicana Jewelers in Montego Bay at The Shoppes at Rose Hall (tel: 953-2242) and City Centre
(tel: 952-6982). In Ocho Rios at Island Village (tel: 675-8774) and Tajmahal Shopping Centre (tel: 974-2928)
and at Negril’s Time Square Plaza (tel: 957-9530). www.tropicanajewelers.com
Of timeless beauty, the watches from the Chopard Happy Sport Collection
(Photo: courtesy of Tropicana Jewelers)

(Photo: Triple V © Cartier 2009)

Available at Casa de Oro, located at The Shoppes at Rose Hall
(tel: 953-9755) and at City Centre (tel: 952-3502). In Ocho Rios at Tajmahal Shopping Centre (tel: 974-5392)
and Island Village (tel: 6758999) and in Negril at Time Square Plaza (tel: 957-4922). www.casadeoro.com.

THE TAG HEUER AQUARACER 500M
EXCLUSIVELY AT CASA DE ORO
In 1982, TAG Heuer’s watchmakers launched the original,
prestigious sports watch that is water-resistant to 300
meters. Named the epitome of sports watches, the
Aquaracer concept is still a favorite choice for people
engaged in water sports.
Our favorite piece of the collection is the ‘Aquaracer
500m Calibre 5’, a high-tech, high-performance diving
instrument made to last forever. The Aquaracer boasts
a steel bracelet and a 43mm diameter, black dial in
brushed 18K rose gold.
Available at Casa de Oro, located at The Shoppes at Rose Hall
(tel: 953-9755) and at City Centre (tel: 952-3502). In Ocho
Rios at Tajmahal Shopping Centre (tel: 974-5392) and Island
Village (tel: 6758999) and in Negril at Time Square Plaza
(tel: 957-4922). www.casadeoro.com.
The epitome of sports watches, the TAG Heuer Aquaracer 500M
(Photo: courtesy of Casa De Oro)

THE PANERAI LUMINOR 1950 REGATTA RATTRAPANTE
EXCLUSIVELY AT TROPICANA JEWELERS
The long tradition linking the Officine Panerai to the yachting world is celebrated again this year with the beautiful
‘Luminor 1950 Regatta Rattrapante’. Dedicated to the Panerai Classic Yachts Challenge, the special edition
commemorates the international series of regattas staged both in the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean.
Water-resistant up to 100 maters, the split-second chronograph is a real sailor’s instrument and only 500
numbered pieces of the special limited edition have been produced.
The stylish watch boasts a tachymeter scale, push buttons
for the chronograph functions at 2 and 4 o’clock and a
split second function at 8 o’clock. With a dial covered
with 2 mm thick anti-reflective sapphire glass,
the watch is completed by a personalised
leather strap, steel buckle and a second
interchangeable strap.
Available at Tropicana Jewelers in Montego
Bay at The Shoppes at Rose Hall (tel: 9532242) and City Centre (tel: 952-6982). In
Ocho Rios at Island Village (tel: 675-8774) and
Tajmahal Shopping Centre (tel: 974-2928) and
at Negril’s Time Square Plaza (tel: 957-9530).
www.tropicanajewelers.com.
Beautiful and functional, the special edition Luminor 1950 Regatta Rattrapante
(Photo: courtesy of Tropicana Jewelers)
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NEW EUROPEAN STYLE BOUTIQUE

A

fter 18 years as a member of Round Hill’s executive team, Katrin Casserly has used her knowledge of the international clientele’s shopping expectations to
create a new retail experience together with designer and business partner Pat Wright. Located at the legendary Round Hill Hotel and Villas, Montego Bay,
the new Round Hill Gift Shop & Boutique is based on a European-style shopping experience, with personalized service at the heart.
Don’t miss the opportunity to visit the fabulous
new Round Hill Gift Shop & Boutique to engage
in a little retail therapy. Combined with lunch
prepared by award-winning chef Martin
Maginley at the oceanfront restaurant or
pampering at Round Hill’s spa, located in a
former plantation house overlooking the sea, it
makes for the perfect day out.

The personalized shopping concept of a
European boutique was introduced in
Round Hill Gift Shop & Boutique’s stylish interior (Photo: Alan Smith)
December 2009 by Schatzie Limited,
a company owned by Katrin and
Patrick Casserly and their business
partner, Jamaican designer Pat
Wright. Following the renovation of
the gift shop and boutique building
by local designer Robert Casserly,
the eclectic collection of gifts and
contemporary clothing lines in
the chic shop was unveiled at a
cocktail party to celebrate its
Round Hill logo items in the gift shop and boutique (Photo: Alan Smith)
opening. Said Katrin Casserly, “It is a
great pleasure and a dream come true to bring our concept of a destination shop to Round Hill, one of
the most stylish resorts in the world.”
Katrin Casserly (left) and Pat Wright, business partners (Photo: Alan Smith)
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Boasting everything from souvenirs to special occasion presents, the majority of items have been handcrafted
or sourced on-island. This includes Jamaican-made pottery, art and crafts by David Pinto, Margaret McGhie,
Wassi Art, Harmony Hall and the Gallery of West Indian Art. There is also a
lovely range of locally made bath products from Starfish Oils, Donna
Patricia Aromatherapy by David Thomas, and Jamaican Spices and
Herbs, complemented by a collection of handmade aromatherapy
candles.
A mini art gallery has been created in the shop by Wayne
Gallimore of Jamagination, which features prints and
original paintings. Other gift ideas include wall
hangings, mugs, trays, note cards, trinket boxes,
local books, Jamaican and Cuban cigars, home
décor items and culinary delights including Tortuga
rum cakes, condiments produced by Round Hill’s
kitchen and gourmet coffee from Kew Park in
Westmoreland.
A new collection of Pat Wright’s much-loved Jamaican
linen line, Wright Style, is available as are fashionable
sandals, hats with built in sun protection, beachwear
and beach bags to compliment the popular clothing
items. Said Josef Forstmayr, Managing Director of Round
Hill, “We are very excited to have Katrin Casserly
showcasing the best of Jamaican gifts, fashion and design
and we look forward to welcoming everyone to the Round Hill
Gift Shop & Boutique.”

THE MOST ROMANTIC
GIFT EVER

W

ith a complex diamond cut that is only mastered by 200 master
cutters worldwide, the ‘Hearts On Fire’ cut is probably the most
romantic gift you can find. What is unique to the ‘Hearts On Fire’
diamond cut is the perfect ring of eight hearts and the symmetrical fire burst,
making it the most romantic gift ever.
Out of the 4 C’s diamond quality are judged by, Cut, Clarity, Carat and Colour, the perfection of its cut is perhaps
the most important element and ‘Hearts On Fire’ cut diamonds literally sparkle in the dark. Overall, only 1% of
all gem-quality diamonds have the quality required for the unique cut, which adds a special touch to the
brilliance and beauty of a diamond.
Due to the complexity of its cutting, ‘Hearts On Fire’ diamonds take four times longer to cut than ordinary
diamonds. Among 2 million diamond cutters worldwide, less than 200 master cutters worldwide have the ability
to cut ‘Hearts On Fire’. To achieve the perfect proportions, symmetry and polish of a Hearts On Fire, the cutting
of ‘Hearts On Fire’ diamonds is performed with patented vibration-free instruments under 100 times magnification,
as opposed to the normal 10.

The Succession Right Hand Ring
boasting a wave of shimmering diamonds
in the diamond-accented frame available
in 18kt white gold or platinum.

When viewed through a Proportion Scope, the ‘Hearts On Fire’ cut reveals a perfect ring of eight hearts, which
refers to the ‘Hearts’, complemented by symmetrical fire burst created by the light representing the ‘Fire’. This
authenticates the diamond’s perfect cut, which also has the advantage of making a diamond appear 15% larger
than other diamonds of the same weight.
The ‘Hearts On Fire’ jewelry collection includes rings, earrings, necklaces, bracelets, accessories and men’s and
children’s lines. The collection features ‘Hearts On Fire’ cut diamonds set in stunning jewelry pieces in 18kt
white gold, yellow gold and platinum.
Garden Flower Earrings available in 18kt white gold
‘Hearts On Fire’ collections are available at
Jewels & Time Duty Free stores in 4
different locations. In Montego Bay, you
can find their stores at The Shoppes at
Rose Hall and City Centre Shopping Mall
downtown (tel: 953-4600) and in Ocho
Rios at both Island Village Shopping Centre
and Tajmahal Plaza (tel: 675-8762). Visit
www.jewelsandtime.com.

The timeless emblem of beauty, Three-Prong Studs,
available in platinum and 18kt white or yellow gold.
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FUN SHOPPING IN THE SUN

S

hopping is a favorite pastime for most visitors, whether it is that unique T-shirt, a handmade craft item or some good ‘bling’. Look for a gift for your special
someone among the numerous collections of luxury brand watches and jewelry at one of the island’s many retail outlets. Duty free stores can be found in
every resort area, located in airy plazas where you can take a walk, browse through the stores and stop for a cool drink, a snack or a cup of delicious Blue
Mountain coffee. See below for our favorite shopping spots.

THE SHOPPES AT ROSE HALL - MONTEGO BAY
ROSE HALL
Located in the heart of the elegant corridor, directly across from
the Rose Hall Great House, this upscale shopping mall is only
minutes away from the Ritz-Carlton Rose Hall Golf & Spa Resort,
the Rose Hall Resort & Spa, a Hilton Resort and the Half Moon
Hotel. Duty free stores with all the luxury jewelry and watch
brands include Casa de Oro, The Royal Shop, Swiss Stores, Jewels
& Time, Tropicana, Chulani Jewelers and Bijoux. Clothing, T-shirts,
Blue Mountain Coffee, spices and lots of other island made items
are sold in a variety of stores at this upmarket shopping spot.
Transportation arrangements can be made through your hotel’s concierge desk. Call 953-3245 or e-mail
srhja@cwjamaica.com.

TIME SQUARE PLAZA - NEGRIL
NORMAN MANLEY BOULEVARD
Undoubtedly the best place to go shopping in Negril. Take a break
from your beach lounging and browse through the Time Square
Duty Free Plaza for unique souvenirs and fabulous luxury items
from one of the many duty free jewelers. The main shopping mall
in the ‘capital of casual’ features all major jewelry stores including
The Royal Shop, Casa de Oro, Tropicana and Jewels in Paradise.
Choose from Jamaican craft, T-shirts, music, cigars and many
other great gifts and relax at the plaza’s café. Call 957-9263 or
visit www.timesquareplaza.com.
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ISLAND VILLAGE - OCHO RIOS
MAIN STREET
A playground for fun in the sun entertainment and shopping, the popular Island Village is located next to the
cruise ship port in the heart of Ocho Rios. The open-air shopping and entertainment village is connected with
the crystal clear waters of the Caribbean via a boardwalk. Duty free stores include Casa de Oro, The Royal
Shop, Swiss Stores, Jewels & Time and Tropicana. The Hard Rock Café’s Rock Shop and an authentic Harley
Davidson Jamaica outlet are located directly across the street. Daily entertainment is provided by local cultural
groups, live bands and performances by the Island Village Players. Call 675-8995 or visit www.islandvillageja.com.
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GET YOUR FREE
CARIBBEAN TOPAZ!

A

FREE GEMSTONE awaits you at Jewels & Time, just for trying on any
piece of jewelry from the Caribbean Topaz collection. A favorite gem
throughout the world, Topaz is prized for its clarity and hardness. Said to
purify emotions, increase cosmic awareness and remove stagnant energy, the
stone’s mystical properties are thought to provide strength, protection and vision.

The Jewels & Time store at The Shoppes at Rose Hall (Photo: Jewels & Time)

Inspired by the vibrant shades of the region, Caribbean Topaz has created a unique collection of fine jewelry
featuring topaz gemstones in a rainbow of colors. Designer made topaz stones are available in a multitude of
colors including clear pink, blue, yellow, brown and orange, one of the most popular being the lush, green
Caribbean Crush Topaz - a breathtaking keepsake from your visit to the Caribbean.
Top quality, pure gemstones are put through a ‘Green Process’ which coats the underside of the cut gem with
a very thin titanium layer. As light passes through the gemstones, the titanium changes the reflection of the
light, creating a rainbow of colors that seem to change with every movement. Completely environmentally friendly,
the process does not use toxic chemicals, destroy natural resources or form hazardous waste. An affordable
memento to fit anyone’s wallet, the light seems to flicker and dance in these beautiful gemstones, which quickly
are becoming all the rage.
Set in 14 karat white or yellow gold, the Caribbean Topaz designer jewelry collection includes rings, pendants,
earrings and bracelets in several patented colors including Tropical Green, Translucent Blue, Fiery Twilight, Ocean
Blue, Pink Passion, Canary Yellow and Garden Green. All genuine Caribbean Topaz gems are accompanied by
a certificate of authenticity and special care instructions; in addition with the purchase of a pair of pink earrings
(US$59) from the collection, Jewels & Time will donate US$15 to the Jamaican Cancer Society.
Caribbean Topaz is available at Jewels & Time Duty
Free stores in 4 different locations. In Montego
Bay, you can find their stores at The Shoppes at
Rose Hall and City Centre Shopping Mall
downtown (tel: 953-4600) and in Ocho Rios at
both Island Village Shopping Centre and Tajmahal
Plaza (tel: 675-8762). Visit www.jewelsandtime.com.

THE POWER OF TOPAZ
Topaz gemstones are believed to promote the following benefits:
Increased individuality and creativity
Assist in “lighting the divine light
of imagination”
Provide strength, protection and vision
Remove doubts about decisions
Provide enhanced confidence
Facilitate the expression of ideas
Activate the laws of attraction and
manifestation of desires

Prompt receptivity and willingness to act
Help to creatively change ones personal world
Improve stamina and aid in the recovery of
exhaustion and stress
Enhance mental clarity, focus, perception and
the ability to grasp high-level concepts
The effects of topaz are said to be enhanced
when combined with silver
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WHAT A GWAAN?

W

hat a gwaan friends, residents and visitors of Jamaica? Be sure to read our gossip page to find out which celebrities have visited the ‘yard’, where the
hottest events are taking place and what else is new, so that you can be in the midst of the action. Knowing ‘what a gwaan’ in Jamaica, you will soon
be the one spreading the news!

JAMAICA VOTED BEST CARIBBEAN DESTINATION

AIRTRAN AIRWAYS ADDS MORE AIRLIFT TO JAMAICA

150,000 readers of the leading U.S. travel industry magazine Travel Weekly
cast their votes in 58 categories to vote Jamaica “Best Caribbean Destination”
in its 7th Readers’ Choice Awards. The award, which nominated the most
outstanding travel product and service in the past 12 months, was announced
at a gala dinner at New York City’s Plaza Hotel in December 2009. “This
award represents the views of travel industry insiders,” said Arnie Weissmann,
Travel Weekly’s Vice President and Editor in Chief. “Travel Weekly’s readership
understands what it takes to impress even the most discerning traveler. To be voted a winner in any category
is confirmation that American travel agents and their customers view your travel product as one of ‘the best’ in
the industry.”

AirTran Airways has added daily nonstop flights to Montego Bay from Atlanta
and Baltimore/Washington DC, as well as a nonstop flight service from Orlando
four days per week with connecting service from more than 40 other AirTran
cities. “We are extremely excited to connect Atlanta, Baltimore and Orlando,
in fact, almost our entire network to the popular tourist destination of Montego
Bay,” said Kevin Healy, senior vice president, marketing and planning. With
its Atlanta hub, AirTran Airways is the leading and largest low-fare carrier to
winter sun destinations such as Cancun, Mexico, San Juan, Puerto Rico, Phoenix, Las Vegas, New Orleans and
nine cities in Florida. www.airtran.com

JAMAICANS SHINE AT 2009 REGGAE MARATHON

Another Jamaican is ready to stun the world “a la Jamaican Bobsled” by
competing in a sport that just does not match the sunny climate of Jamaica.
Born in the United States to a Jamaican father and American mother, 23year-old Errol Kerr is representing Jamaica in the 2010 Winter Olympics in
Vancouver, Canada, competing in the discipline of Freestyle Skiing. Featured
at the Olympics for the first time, Freestyle Skiing competitors ski down a
course with jumps, rollers and banks, travelling at speeds of up to 70 miles
Errol Kerr at the Sierra Cup
per hour. Kerr has the love and support of the Jamaican people behind him.
(Photo: Tom Hochrein)
He is ready to scale mountains and tackle anything the Olympics throw at him
to represent Jamaican in the world of skiing. Explains Kerr, “Jamaica is the land of my father; it’s in my DNA.”
www.errolkerr.com

Celebrity runner Rohan Marley (2:53) certainly enjoyed his Half Marathon
run at the 9th Reggae Marathon in Negril, December 2009. Hundreds of
runners from 19 countries completed the stunning IAAF-certified course along
the towns stunning coastline, lush vegetation and world-famous 7-mile beach.
Known for their endurance in short distances, Jamaicans upheld their
reputation by dominating the long distance runs. While Rupert Green of St
Catherine, Jamaica ran away with the gold in the men’s Full Marathon
(2:31:50), Terri Rejimbal from Florida took the Full Marathon women’s gold
(3:00:56). In the Half Marathon, Kirk Brown won the men’s gold (1:10:11)
while Stacey Bell took the women’s gold (1:31:05).

Rohan Marley running the 2009 Reggae
Marathon (Photo: Errol Anderson Reggae Marathon)

JANET SILVERA NAMED "BEST NEWS JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR"
Senior Reporter and “Hospitality Jamaica” coordinator Janet Silvera of The
Gleaner Company was presented with the prestigious Hector Bernard/Theodore
Sealy Award at the Press Association of Jamaica’s (PAJ) National Journalism
Awards Ceremony in Kingston in December 2009. Silvera received welldeserved praise for her articles on a case of incestuous sexual abuse, articles
that the panel of judges noted received numerous letters of response from
readers around the globe. Her potential as a writer was quickly discovered
Janet Silvera is all smiles receiving her
award for ‘Best News Journalist Of The after the former Jamaica Tourist Board marketing officer joined The Gleaner
Year’ (Photo: courtesy of Janet Silvera) Company Limited in 1993. A Senior Reporter for the Caribbean’s historic
newspaper, The Gleaner, Silvera was appointed Coordinator of the innovative tourist publication “Hospitality
Jamaica” five years ago and forms an integral part of The Gleaner team. President of the Western Jamaica
Media Association (WJMA), Silvera is a director of the Press Association of Jamaica and has served as director
of the Montego Bay Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Congratulations Janet!

JAMAICAN SKIER TAKES TO THE SLOPES IN CANADA

PALMYRA HOSTS JAMAICA JAZZ & BLUES MEDIA RECEPTION
International media mingled with the movers and shakers from the tourism
industry at The Palmyra, A Solis Resort & Spa, on the second night of the
Jamaica Jazz & Blues Festival. The resort’s beautiful white sand beach was
decorated with cozy cabanas, seating areas, flowers and tiki torches, showing
off The Palmyra’s iconic pavilion as the backdrop for the stage. Welcomed
by the General Manager Lester Scott, Minister of Tourism Edmund Bartlett
took to the stage, pointing out the uniqueness of Jamaica as a destination,
The Palmyra’s importance to the tourism industry and the significance of the Made a fantastic trio (from left): Melissa
and Karen Holness of ‘Jazz Baby’ and
developer having been granted the first casino license on the island. The 200 Hill
John Saxx (Photo: Heidi Zech)
visitors were entertained by Jazz songbird and actress Karen Holness, followed
by the sweet sounds of John Saxx’s saxophone, who enchanted the crowd until sunset. Apart from the beautiful
setting, it is rumored that the ladies were most impressed by the complimentary sandals allowing them to take
their shoes off before going onto the beach, while the men were won over by the complimentary shoeshine.

PALMYRA COCKTAIL PARTY AT NEW YORK’S PRESTIGIOUS
METROPOLITAN CLUB
Residence owners, media and the “Who’s who” of New York’s Jamaica lovers
and travel industry socialized with Palmyra developer Robert Trotta, CEO
Markus Deutsch and General Manager Lester Scott at a pre-Christmas cocktail
party held at the Big Apple’s landmark Metropolitan Club on December 3,
2009. Former US Ambassador to Jamaica Brenda LaGrange Johnson,
Jamaican Consul General to the US Geneive Brown Metzger, American
television personality and model Whitney Port, Michele Rollins of Rose Hall From left: Markus Deutsch, Whitney Port,
Trotta and Lester Scott
Developments, and three time Winter Olympian, Jamaican Bobsled Team Robert
(Photo: Porter Hovey)
Captain Devon Harris were among the people who socialized with The Palmyra
team at the prestigious Manhattan venue. Reggae music, good company and a short video of this stunning new
resort community, made the crowd forget all about the cold temperatures outside.

ACTOR MICHAEL WEATHERLY TAKES IN A ‘TASTE OF TRYALL’

From left: Christine Gore, Michael Weatherly
with his wife, James Goren and jewelry
designer Helga Wagner
(Photo: Suki MacDonald Kapahi)

American actor Michael Weatherly Jr. was spotted mingling with the crowds
at ‘Taste of Tryall’, a culinary benefit event at the prestigious Tryall Club in
November 2009. Famous for his role as Special Agent Anthony DiNozzo
on the TV series “NCIS”, Weatherly first gained notoriety for his role as
Logan Cale in the TV series “Dark Angel”. The actor enjoyed the best in
Jamaican cuisine, showcased by the property’s many skilled Chef’s, who
had pulled out all the stops to create their favorite recipes. A silent auction
of artwork, jewelry and other unique items raised funds for the Tryall
Foundation, which provides educational scholarships and undertakes health
initiatives through the development of an early intervention program.

DON’T LEAVE JAMAICA WITHOUT DISCOVERING
HOW YOU CAN ENJOY A LUXURY LIFESTYLE THAT IS SECOND TO NONE

CALL 1-888-PALMYRA TODAY
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[TOLL FREE 1.888.725.6972 Jamaica only]

